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D-213: Other Types of Payments and Purchases
…
D-213-6: Food Purchased for Customer Training
The purchase of food for customer training must be necessary and reasonable.
Prior to purchasing food, VR staff must take the following into account:
· Food may not be purchased to feed customers unless the training is scheduled to exceed five hours, not including the meal hour. Customer training should not be planned over a meal period with the intent of purchasing food. Meals should be purchased only when doing so will allow customers to continue their training activities during the meal or will support completion of the training in less time.
· Food purchases must be only for customers, must not be an excessive quantity or variety, and must be a reasonable cost. The cost per meal should be as economical as possible and must not exceed $15 per customer. When a training spans a full day or multiple days, the daily cost per customer for food must not exceed $51. Any exceptions to these limits must be approved in advance by the VR director.
· Food may not be purchased to feed VR staff, individuals from partner organizations, or family members. The only exception is when a family member’s participation meets the requirements established in VRSM C-1307-2: Family Participation in Training Seminars and GSTs, and when the purchase of food for the family member is approved in advance by the VR director.
· Per Federal regulations, food is not only an allowable Pre-ETS expenditure when the student is VR eligible with an IPE in place and it directly supports participation in a Pre-ETS activity.  Food expenditures must be paid with Basic VR Support funds and can only be paid on behalf of eligible VR customers. Food is not an allowable expense for potentially eligible customers.
· Food that is provided in conjunction with other customer activities, such as seminars and workshops and activities in the community, is not categorized as bulk food orders and should be purchased through RHW.
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