DBS Vocational Rehabilitation Manual Chapter 4: Planning
Revised 01/10

4.3 Individualized Plan for Employment
…

4.3.3 Instructions for Completion of the IPE (DARS2303)

Purpose

Counselors use DARS2303, Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) for the initial IPE and the extended evaluation or trial work experience. If the counselor determines that the consumer is eligible for services after the extended evaluation/trial work experience, the counselor completes a new DARS2303 with an employment goal.

After the counselor determines eligibility, he or she provides consumers or their representatives with information  about developing a plan for employment. They can choose either to

· develop the plan themselves, or 

· develop the plan with the help of a counselor. 

Whichever choice is made, final approval of the IPE is the responsibility of the counselor.

Name

TWorks automatically enters the consumer's name.

Employment Goal

When selecting an outcome, the consumer and the counselor should consider the 
· consumer's occupational requirements, including his or her
· previous work history, 
· aptitude test results, 
· skills, 
· education, 
· interests, and
· abilities; and 
· availability of employment in the consumer’s community. 



· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Note : Do not use "To be determined" or a similar phrase as an employment outcome. 
Do not close cases with successful employment outcomes with a general occupational category.

The employment outcome for consumers in extended evaluation or trial work is "to determine VR eligibility."

Intermediate Objectives
Intermediate objectives include steps necessary to complete the employment outcome. They can include

· achieving certain skill levels, 

· completing required course work for certain occupations, 
· completing surgery to correct or reduce the progression of a disabling condition, and

· others as appropriate.
These objectives are useful criteria to measure progress made toward the employment outcome. The most important consideration of an intermediate objective is that the consumer understands and agrees to that objective.
