
40.1.4 Preliminary Assessment 
After entering all data and meeting with the applicant, the VRC or TC begins the eligibility determination process. The counselor must document the rationale of an eligibility decision and summarize personal observations and any additional assessment reports. This process from application to an eligibility decision may require one or more case notes. The initial contact with the applicant is documented with a case note entitled "Preliminary Assessment" (see preliminary assessments for a complete description). This case note must address at least the following areas:

· a brief description of the visual and any secondary disabilities; 

· the functional limitations and their impact on employment, education, and independence; 

· the applicant’s perception of problems or issues related to visual loss and his or her need for services; 

· the counselor's observations; 

· medical involvement or other resource (if applicable); 

· SSI or SSDI status; and 

· the course of action. 

SSI or SSDI Status

If the applicant indicates that he or she is receiving SSI or SSDI, ask for documentation or other confirmation of all benefits received because of blindness. If he or she is not blind, SSI or SSDI is most likely related to another disability. Record in the case note that he or she is
· on SSI or SSDI not because of blindness, or 

· on SSI or SSDI, but it is unclear whether it is for blindness. Once determined, it will be recorded in the case record. 

Note: If it is established that the applicant is receiving SSI or SSDI because of blindness and has a desire to work, a presumption is made that the applicant is eligible for VR services and should be certified immediately.


