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33.7 Transition Planning and the IEP Process

DBS can play an important role in Transition planning as partners in the IEP process. In working with LEA staff and families throughout the IEP process, the Transition counselor
· helps the consumer to gain the maximum benefit from educational services by supporting his or her educational program, and 

· helps the consumer and family achieve the most appropriate educational placement and transition services for the adolescent. 

In providing educational support services, the Transition counselor must
· explain the special education process in Texas for young consumers with visual impairments and provide the consumer and/or representative with a copy of IDEA Manual 2012 (Special Education Services in Texas) by Disability Rights Texas;  

· explain the services of 

· other appropriate resources; 

· the Education Service Center; 
· the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired; 

· the Texas School for the Deaf; 

· advocacy organizations such as Disability Rights Texas and Partners for Assisting Texans with Handicaps (PATH);

· consumer groups such as the American Council of the Blind (ACB) and National Federation of the Blind (NFB); and
· Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center; 
· discuss vocational and career awareness information with the consumer, the consumer's family, and the local education agency; 

· prepare the consumer and his or her family for meetings related to the consumer's ARD (Admission, Review, and Dismissal) process, IEP, and Transition Planning; 

· attend IEP and ARD meetings; 

· participate in local collaborative planning group meetings; 

· communicate with the consumer, the representative, and the school system to establish and maintain mutual understanding; and
· meet with educational staff as needed to discuss the consumer's progress and development at home, school, and in the community. 

Transition Planning through the IEP

The focus of Transition planning through the IEP is on the student's vision of his or her future. It is reviewed at least annually. The Transition planning should
· address all aspects of adult life such as plans for post-secondary education, employment, housing and daily living skills, long-term issues (attendant care, guardianship, assistive technology, therapies, etc.), recreation, and transportation; 

· be based on current information regarding the student's knowledge, skills, interests, and preferences; and
· identify a network of support such as family, friends, agencies, and community resources that can help the student achieve the desired goals. 

Set timelines with projected beginning and ending dates for all activities leading toward attaining the consumer's goals.

33.7.1 Helpful Checklist of Transition Considerations
 Consider the items in this checklist when transitioning students.
	√
	Items to Review

	
	Advocacy and guardianship

	
	Assessment requirements

	
	Behavior management planning

	
	Case management needs

	
	Current educational needs

	
	Day programs

	
	Employment

	
	Income support

	
	Independent living skills

	
	Lifetime support and planning

	
	Medical needs and assistive devices

	
	Recreation and leisure

	
	Residential services

	
	Supported employment

	
	Therapies and treatments

	
	Transportation

	
	Vocational education and training

	
	Any other areas that need to be addressed


33.7.2  IEP Meetings for Transition Consumers 
LEA Responsibilities

The LEA initiates IEP meetings. The school district must give a 30-day notice of the IEP date. This requirement may be waived if all parties, including the parent and student, agree. IEP meetings must include
· the student and parent or guardian; 

· at least one representative of special education; and 

· an additional representative of regular education, special education, or vocational education. 

 IEP meetings may also include
· representatives from community resources and state agencies; and 

· other interested individuals. 

LEAs notify Transition counselors about their consumers' IEPs.

Transition Counselor Responsibilities in Transition Planning

Transition counselors should attend all IEP meetings, if possible. They may be able to participate by teleconference. Transition counselors may attend an IEP meeting of a student who has been identified as having a visual impairment even if the student is not currently a consumer.

When filling out the IEP, the Transition counselors must include the Transition planning elements related to DBS services in the consumer's Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE). Transition counselors must summarize the Transition meeting in a case note with a specific heading as described in 33.9 Transition Performance Measures.

In most cases, the LEA provides copies of the IEP to only the student and representative, so the Transition counselor must request copies of all IEPs when they are completed and place them in the consumer's file.

33.7.3 Adaptive Technology for Educational Needs

The Local Education Agency must provide adaptive equipment and assistive devices to meet the educational needs of secondary school students. The student may use the equipment at home to complete homework assignments and school projects. In accordance with IDEA requirements, if the student's ARD committee determines that a student with a disability needs home access to telecommunications, sensory devices, or other technological aids in order to meet the requirements of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE), the LEA must provide the devices for home use in order to implement the student's IEP.

33.7.4 Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (TSBVI)
Consumers attending TSBVI shall be served by the Transition counselor from their home community. The Transition counselor in the Austin Region will be available as a courtesy counselor on an as-needed basis.
33.7.5 Consumers Receiving Section 504 Services

Transition counselors may also work with eligible consumers and students who receive services related to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act instead of an IEP. Section 504 requires schools that receive federal funding to provide reasonable accommodations and modifications to enable students with disabilities to fully participate in the services and programs offered within the general curriculum. As with the IEP, the Transition counselor must request a copy of the 504 plan and place it in the consumer’s case file. 
33.7.6 Consumers Attending Their First Semester of College/Technical School
In most instances, Transition consumers remain on the Transition caseload until they have successfully completed their first semester of college or technical school. If the consumer attends a college or university that has a VR counselor assigned to that campus, the Transition counselor will let the college counselor know that the student is on campus. The college counselor will generally act as a courtesy counselor during the student's first semester.

In some situations, it may be more appropriate to transfer the student to the college counselor during the first semester. An example would be a situation where a student with a history of academic success attends a university several hours away from the Transition counselor's service area.
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