
32.3 Evaluation and Purchase
Assistive technology needs are evaluated before any devices are purchased. . Simple and less expensive devices are considered first.
The Assistive Technology Unit (in the CCRC in Austin), and other evaluation facilities throughout the state, are available to evaluate a consumer's need for equipment.
When considering requests for technology, address the following questions:
· What equipment is recommended, and what is the basis for the recommendation? 
· What is the consumer's visual acuity, and is the condition stable? 
· What is the consumer's participation? 
· What is the employer's participation? 
· Is the equipment compatible with the employer's computer network environment? 
When requesting the equipment, the counselor must justify the relationship of the equipment to the vocational goal. For example, "this equipment is necessary for this person to reach the vocational goal of computer programmer."
For more information on the procedures for purchasing assistive technology, see Consumer Procurement Guide, Chapter 6: Assistive Technology Purchases.
The final installation of equipment is completed or coordinated by an Employment Assistance Unit field staff member at the consumer's home or worksite.
Assistive technology services for federal employees should follow Computer/Electronic Accommodations Program (CAP) guidelines. 

