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Chapter 3: Eligibility
3.14 Level of Significance of the Disability
…

3.14.5 Designating the Level of Significance in ReHabWorks

(Revised 08/2015)

A counselor determines the level of significance for the consumer’s disability at the time that the consumer is determined to be eligible for vocational rehabilitation services. The level is entered on the Disabilities page in ReHabWorks, based on the information provided to DBS at that time. 
To determine a level of significance, do as follows:

1. Determine whether the effect of the disability on the consumer meets the criteria for significance, as defined in 3.14.1 Establishing the Significance of the Disability. 
2. Support the designation with information from the: 

· consumer; or 

· DARS1390, Checklist for Determining Significance of Disability. 

(Functional limitations that cause substantial impediments to employment do not always result in serious limits in functional capacity. If this is the case, select Not Significant, and no further action is required.) 

3. Determine that the consumer meets all of the criteria for the selected level of significance.
4. Select the corresponding response in the drop-down menu in ReHabWorks. 

(If you selected Significant or Most significant, select one or more capacities in the Limited Functional Capacities page in ReHabWorks. Ensure that the case file reflects evidence of the serious limitations in the categories selected. 

5. Document the rationale: 

· by explaining it in a case note in ReHabWorks; or 

· by completing DARS1390, Checklist for Determining Significance of Disability, and filing it in the paper file. 

The level of significance can be changed without management approval, provided that it is not lowered. 
To change a consumer’s disability to a lower level:  
1. obtain approval from DBS management; and

2. request that a DBS system analyst make the correction in RehabWorks.  
6. 
The designated level of significance can be raised but cannot be lowered without management approval throughout the case, even though the consumer's functional capacities may improve over time.
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