DBS Vocational Rehabilitation Manual Chapter 7: Assistive Technology Unit

7.1 Introduction

The Assistive Technology Unit (ATU) is located at the Criss Cole Rehabilitation Center, 4800 North Lamar Boulevard, Austin, Texas.
7 1.1 Definition

*The term “assistive technology device” means any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities.*
*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.5(b)(7)

7.2 Mission

The mission of the Assistive Technology Unit is to work in partnership with consumers and staff members of the Division for Blind Services to provide technology evaluation, demonstration, training services, technical advice, and information that support consumers in reaching employment goals.

7.3 Who Can Be Referred

Counselors may refer vocational rehabilitation consumers of the Division for Blind Services to the Assistive Technology Unit.

…
7.4.4 Prerequisites for Evaluation/Training

…
If the consumer will be evaluated for or trained on the use of a braille embosser or braille note taker, then he or she must read contracted braille at 50 words per minute with 80 percent accuracy.

7.4.5 Special Considerations

If the consumer requires special accommodations because of a physical limitation, medical condition, or learning disability, or if the consumer is employed and the evaluation is for job retention, before submitting a referral, contact the Assistive Technology Unit to request a waiver of the typing and/or braille requirement.
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