4.4.2 Definition of Comparable Services and Benefits

Comparable services and benefits are similar to DBS-provided services, but are provided or paid for (in whole or in part) by another entity such as 
· 
· 

· Medicaid or Medicare, 
· medical insurance, 
· Children with Special Health Care Needs,
· VA hospitals or clinics, 
· University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, and 
· Pell Grants. 

Comparable services and benefits do not include student loans or scholarships based on merit.
Comparable services and benefits must be used first unless using them would interrupt or delay the consumer’s progress toward the IPE goal.
Requirement to Use Comparable Benefits and Services
Counselors should apply alternate funding sources before spending agency funds to purchase the following:
· physical and mental restoration services;
· maintenance in conjunction with other services; 

· interpreter and reader services; 

· rehabilitation teaching;
· orientation and mobility services; 

· academic training; 

· occupational licenses, tools, equipment, and initial stocks and supplies for self-employment; 

· transportation in connection with rehabilitation services; and 

· services for members of a consumer's family. 

Services That Are Exempt
Counselors do not have to consider comparable services or benefits for the following:

· preliminary or comprehensive assessments; 

· counseling, guidance, or referral information provided by DBS;
· 
· placement and postemployment services; and
· rehabilitation technology (such as telecommunication and sensory aids).
· 
· 
. . .
