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Chapter 10: Standards for Durable Medical Goods

10.1.2 Definitions

Durable medical goods are defined as
· Power wheelchairs (fully functional chairs): A power wheelchair is battery-operated. It has a base with four wheels, adjustable seat with armrests, and a controller (joystick or touch pad) attached to one armrest that allows the rider to control the movement of the chair. It can be dissembled for transport and usually comes with an on-board battery charger. The braking system is either automatic or electric. Powered wheelchairs can be customized with advanced technology, and with several options including seat size (width and depth), seat-to-floor height, foot rests, and leg rests. 

· Manual wheelchairs (fully functional chairs): A standard manual wheelchair may be characterized by a cross-brace frame, which enables the frame to easily fold for transport or storage, or may be nonfolding, having a rigid frame. It may have built-in or removable armrests or footrests (optional) for ease of transfer, a mid- to high-level back, and may have push handles to allow nonoccupants to propel the chair. The seat sizes may be customized for the individual. The standard tire used for the rear wheels on most wheelchairs is a pneumatic tire, with a standard size of 24 inches. It has wheel locks, sometimes called brakes, which can be applied by pushing a lever located on the sides, allowing the user to control the speed or come to complete stop. 

