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…

5.4 Professional Medical Services

Medical treatment may include the services of

· attending physicians, 

· surgeons, 

· anesthesiologists, 

· assistant surgeons, 

· consultants, 

· radiologists, 
· 
· pathologists,

· physician assistants, and

· advanced practice nurses. 

5.4.1 Payment to Medical Professionals
The following conditions apply to payment for professional medical services:

· Payment for medical treatment must be the professional’s usual fees and may not exceed the MAPS maximum. 

· Before providing the recommended medical services, the professional performing the procedure must agree to accept the DRS allowance in MAPS as payment in full. 
…

5.6.7 Acute Medical Treatment before Eligibility

If it is in the best interest of the consumer and DRS, you may provide acute medical care before determining eligibility. Document the rationale and obtain area manager approval before providing services.

Example: A consumer is sent from home to another town for an evaluation. There, the person develops acute appendicitis requiring immediate surgery. You may provide this acute medical care.
…

5.6.18 Orthoses and Prostheses

Provide an orthosis or prosthesis to enhance a consumer's employability or capability to perform activities of daily living.

Use of orthoses and prostheses is frequently a life-long need. Counsel with the consumer regarding his or her responsibility for future repairs, modification, and/or replacement of the orthosis or prosthesis.

A physician, physician’s assistant, advanced practice nurse, podiatrist, or dentist prescribes orthotic and prosthetic devices. Based on the prescription, the orthotist or prosthetist recommends the design of a device that will best meet the consumer’s needs (see Chapter 7: Purchasing, 7.4 Purchasing Medical Assistive Devices and Supplies).
…

5.14.4 Developing the IPE for Self-Employment

You may consider including some services specific to self-employment in the IPE, in addition to the usual scope of VR services reasonable and necessary to support the employment goal.

The following table lists some of those services, their description, and any related procedures.

	Service
	Description and Procedure

	…
	…

	Tools and equipment


	You may purchase tools and equipment customarily used in similar businesses. Advise the consumer that

· DRS owns the tools and equipment that DRS provides; and 

· the consumer must not attempt to sell, pawn, loan or use as loan collateral, or exercise other unlawful control over the property. Prosecution will result. See 5.12.4 Tools and Equipment. 

For guidance in obtaining these items, see:

· Chapter 7: Purchasing, 7.6.7 Purchase Orders for Goods over $5,000 for tools and equipment over $5,000; 

· Resources for Consumer Computer Purchases for computers and computer-related items; and 

· 7.6.9 Consumer Excess Tools and Equipment for available excess consumer equipment. 

	…
	

	Advertising

	For a business start-up, you may

· help plan advertising; and 

· if appropriate, purchase advertising. 



	Utilities


	You may pay utilities costs for a maximum of six months during the first phase of the new business.



	Rent or lease payments
	You may help pay rent or lease payments for a maximum of six months and a maximum of $300 per month, during the first phase of the business. Rent or lease payment should be in line with projected income. 
Advise the consumer to consider location and zoning ordinances. Location and proximity to public transportation are two important factors in a successful retail business. If the consumer requests help with negotiating or otherwise preparing a lease agreement, consult the operations director for regional program support services (ODRPS).
Each purchase order for consumer rent or lease of business space must include

· name of the building owner, 

· building location, 

· amount of space to be rented or leased, 

· amount of rent or lease payment, and 

· period of rent or lease. 


You may also pay for utilities for a maximum of six months. If utilities are included in the payment, and the payment is more than $300, you may issue separate purchase orders for rent (not to exceed $300) and utilities.



Paying deposits, such as rental or utility deposits, for consumers is not allowed by the Comptroller’s State of Texas Purchase Policies and Procedures Guide, and area managers cannot approve these purchases.


…
5.19.3 Transportation Services

…

One-Time Transportation

…

	Provider Type
	Payment Rate

	Public
	actual cost to the consumer

	Private or third-party
	actual mileage times a maximum of $.505 per mile

	Consumer
	actual mileage times a maximum of $.22 per mile


…

Regular Weekly Transportation

…

	Provider Type
	Payment Rate

	Consumer
	the lesser of

· actual mileage times a maximum of $.22 per mile, or 

· $50 per week 
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