5.3.3 Hospital and Ambulatory Surgery Center (ASC) Services

Both hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers (ASC) provide medical services; however, procedures performed in an ASC do not require an overnight stay and are usually less complicated than those requiring hospitalization. This section covers such considerations for medical services as

…
Selecting the Appropriate Facility

The consumer's treating physician can provide guidance to help you decide whether a hospital or ASC will best meet your consumer's needs. In either case, consider the
· consumer's informed choice, 

· availability of comparable services and benefits to pay for all or part of costs, 
· proximity of the facility to the consumer's home and family, and 
· best value.
If hospitalization is necessary, use a hospital with which DARS has a contract. When selecting a hospital, you and the consumer should consider

· specialized services available (for example, for traumatic brain or spinal cord injuries, ear, heart, brain, or orthopedic surgery); 

· the composition of the patient population (for example, a comprehensive medical rehabilitation program primarily serving elderly stroke patients may not be appropriate for treating a young consumer with a spinal cord injury); 

· the availability of additional services (for example, driver's evaluation and training, vocational evaluation, specialized orthotics, rehabilitation engineering); and 

· the availability and/or access to follow-up and aftercare. 

Payment

…

