Chapter 11: Technical Information and References

Revised April 7, 2014 for ReHabWorks RSA-911 updates

11.2 Disability Classifications and Codes

…
11.2.2 Establishing the Significance of the Disability


· 
· 
· 
When you select an impairment category, you must also determine the level of significance of the case. The level of significance of a case may be re-determined throughout the life of the case. However, if a case is designated as “significant” or “most significant,” the case may not be re-determined as “not significant” without manager approval.

*A consumer's disability is considered "significant" when

· it results in 

· serious limits in functional capacity that require intervention not typically needed by workers without disabilities, and 

· a need for multiple VR services to achieve a suitable employment outcome (that is, assessment to develop the IPE, counseling, and at least one additional substantial VR service); and 

· the delivery of services is realistically expected to take more than six months from the date of the IPE.*
*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.5(b)(31)

As a result of the RSA-911 reporting changes that were issued in August, 2013, states were required to further define “significance” into three levels of significance: 1) Not Significant, 2) Significant, and 3) Most Significant.

DARS definitions of three levels of significance: 

1) Not Significant—No limited functional capacities.
2) Significant—One or more limited functional capacities and multiple services are needed for an extended period of time.
3) Most Significant—Three or more limited functional capacities and multiple services are needed for an extended period of time.
Document the justification for your decision in a case note. Select the correct level of significance in RHW. (See 11.2.7, Designating Level of Significance in ReHabWorks.)
11.2.3 The Significance of the Disability in SSDI and SSI Cases

All consumers who receive Social Security Administration (SSA) benefits because of a disability must have their cases designated in ReHabWorks as having either a significant disability or a most significant disability for the life of the case. (See 11.2.2, Establishing the Significance of the Disability.)

· 
· 
· 
· 
· . 

If a person receives SSA disability benefits but has no identifiable limitations in functional capacities, select SSI Disabled/Blind or SSDI with no limited functional capacities from the Limited Functional Capacities list in the electronic case management system.

11.2.4 The Significance of the Disability for CRS and ILS Cases

All CRS and ILS consumers’ case files must be designated in RHW as having either a “significant” or a “most significant” for the life of the case.





· 
· 
· 
· 

11.2.5 The Significance of the Disability for Cases in Extended Evaluation

All consumers who require extended evaluation must have their case files designated in RHW as having either a “significant” or a “most significant” disability for the life of the case. Assign the level of significance at the time of eligibility or at any time thereafter when information is available to support the designation.

11.2.6 The Significance of the Disability for Cases Receiving Supported Employment Services

All consumers who require supported employment services must have their case files designated in RHW as “most significant” disability for the life of the case. Assign the level of significance at the time of eligibility or at any time thereafter when information is available to support the designation.

11.2.7 Designating the Level of Significance in ReHabWorks

The level of significance is designated at the time of eligibility on the “Disabilities” page in ReHabWorks.


To determine the level of significance of the case,

1. determine whether the impact of disability for the consumer meets the criteria for significance as defined above. You must support your designation with information from 

· the consumer, 

· review of records and reports, and 

· use of the Table of Functional Capacities and Examples. 

Functional limitations causing substantial impediments to employment do not always result in serious limits in functional capacity. If this is the case, select “not significant” and no further action is required.

2. determine that the consumer meets all criteria for the selected level of significance and select the corresponding response in the drop-down menu in ReHabWorks;
3. select one or more capacities in the Limited Functional Capacities page in ReHabWorks if you selected “significant” or “most significant.” Ensure that the case file reflects evidence of the serious limitations in the categories selected; and
4. document your rationale 

· in a case note, or 

· by completing and filing in the paper file DARS1390, Checklist for Determining Significance of Disability. 

5. When completing the IPE with the consumer, indicate the need for an extended time (six months or more) to deliver more substantial services than the assessment for developing the IPE and counseling services. Include in the IPE any needed interventions for each functional capacity area identified as seriously limited. 

6. You must change the designation of  Level of Significance of the case if you determine that the impact of the disability does not require the extent of services originally planned, or if you determine that the designation was made in error. Area manager approval is required to change a case to “not significant” if it was previously designated as “significant” or “most significant”. Otherwise, the designated level of significance remains throughout the life of the case, even though the consumer's functional capacities may improve over the course of the case.
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