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8.6 Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)
8.6.1 Overview of the Environmental Work Assessment 

Individuals with developmental disorders (DD) can be affected strongly by their environments. These individuals have varying levels of abilities that are dependent on environmental factors such as a slow versus a fast work pace, loud versus quiet surroundings, or outdoors versus indoors. The Environmental Work Assessment (EWA) focuses on the consumer’s response to the variables in a work environment, not on how the consumer performs a task.
The EWA identifies conditions in a work environment that affect the consumer’s ability to function at his or her full potential. Environmental factors to which the consumer responds most favorably must be considered when determining the most appropriate work environment for the consumer. For example, does a loud, busy environment reduce the consumer’s ability to follow directions? Does an outdoor job that requires heavy lifting improve his or her ability to focus? 
8.6.2 Key Terms for the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)
For more information about key terms for the EWA, see the Standards for Providers 2.13.1 Key Terms for the Environmental Work Assessment.
8.6.3 Referrals for the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)

The counselor makes a referral to the provider using DARS1876, EWA Referral.

If the counselor has a concern or question about the benefits of an EWA, the counselor reviews the situation with the Regional Point of Contact (RPOC) for the developmental disorder team. 
After the case has been reviewed with the RPOC, if the counselor or the RPOC has questions or concerns, contact the central office developmental disorders program specialist. 
For more information about referrals for the EWA, see Standards for Providers, 2.13.3 Referrals for the Environmental Work Assessment. 
8.6.4 Description of the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)

For more information about the description of the EWA, see Standards for Providers, 2.13.4 Description of the Environmental Work Assessment.
8.6.5 Fee for the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)

For more information about the fees for the EWA, see Standards for Providers, 2.13.5 Fee for the Environmental Work Assessment.
8.6.6 Provider Qualifications for the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)

For more information about the provider qualifications for the EWA, see Standards for Providers, 2.13.6 Provider Qualifications for the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA).
8.6.7 Documentation for the Environmental Work Assessment (EWA)

For more information about the documentation requirements for the EWA, see Standards for Providers, 2.13.7 Documentation for the Environmental Work Assessment.
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