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6.4.14 Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) Devices
(Revised 09/10, 08/11)

DRS may purchase lower extremity functional electrical stimulation (FES) devices (for example, the Bioness L300 or the WalkAide) only for consumers:

· who have spinal cord injuries that meet specific clinical criteria in accordance with Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service (CMS) guidelines; and

· who have had their cases reviewed and approved by the DRS medical director.

DRS may consider only lower extremity FES devices that are medically necessary to enable consumers with a spinal cord injury (SCI) to ambulate when all of the clinical criteria are met. FES is not considered medically necessary for all other indications, including disuse atrophy.

To purchase an FES device for a VR, ILS, or CRS consumer with spinal cord injury:

1. consult with the central office program specialist for physical disabilities with questions about the clinical criteria; and 

2. submit a courtesy case to the central office physical restoration specialist for the medical director to review. 

For consumers who have a disability other than a spinal cord injury, an exception to this policy may be considered only for VR. To purchase an FES device in these cases, follow this procedure:

1. consult with the program specialist for physical disabilities; 

2. conduct a job-site analysis or observe the consumer performing the task(s) necessary to complete a VR assessment, participate in planned services, or perform a job; 

3. determine if the consumer can perform the essential task(s) using a basic assistive device, such as an ankle foot orthosis (AFO); 

4. if the consumer needs the additional functional capability that may be provided by an FES device, submit a courtesy case to the physical restoration specialist for the medical director to review the purchase of an FES device for a 30-day trial period; and 

5. if the consumer is able to successfully perform identified job tasks after the 30-day trial, proceed with purchase of the FES device. 

Area managers may not make exceptions to any part of the FES Devices policy.
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