5.3.4 Physical Restoration Services or Procedures with Special Requirements

(Revised 10/08, 12/09, 04/10, 08/10, 09/10, 04/11)

*Listed below are physical restoration services or procedures that have special requirements. You must review these requirements before including any of them in the consumer's plan.*
*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.50(a)
· adaptive or assistive technology; 

· back surgery and steroid injections; 

· breast implant removal; 

· cardiac catheterization or angiography; 

· chiropractic treatment; 

· cochlear implant; 

· comprehensive medical treatment for spinal cord injury; 

· dental treatment; 

· diabetes insulin pumps; 

· electrical bone stimulators (EBS); 

· eyeglasses and contact lenses; 

· functional capacity assessments (FCA); 

· functional electrical stimulation (FES) devices; 

· gym memberships and home exercise equipment; 

· hearing aids; 

· home health and nursing home care; 

· intercurrent illness; 

· medical assistive devices and supplies; 

· nursing home care; 

· occupational therapy; 

· orthoses and prostheses (also see FES devices, above); 

· outpatient services; 

· pain management; 

· physical therapy; 

· prescription drugs and medical supplies; 

· procedures for pregnant consumers; 

· severe (morbid) obesity surgery; 

· speech therapy and speech training; 

· weight loss programs; and 

· wheelchairs; 

...
Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) Devices
(Revised 09/10)

DRS purchases functional electrical stimulation (FES) devices, such as the Bioness L300, Bioness H200, or the WalkAide, only for consumers with spinal cord injuries who meet specific clinical criteria and with approval from the medical director.

To purchase an FES device for a VR, ILS, or CRS consumer with spinal cord injury,
1. consult with the program specialist for physical disabilities about the clinical criteria; and 

2. submit a courtesy case to the physical restoration specialist for the medical director to approve. 

For consumers who have a disability other than a spinal cord injury, an exception to this policy may be considered only for VR. To purchase an FES device in these cases, follow this procedure:

1. consult with the program specialist for physical disabilities; 

2. conduct a job-site analysis or observe the consumer performing the task(s) necessary to complete a VR assessment, participate in planned services, or perform a job; 

3. determine if the consumer can perform the essential task(s) using a basic assistive device, such as an ankle foot orthosis (AFO) or hand splint; 

4. if the consumer needs the additional functional capability that may be provided by an FES device, submit a courtesy case to the physical restoration specialist for the medical director to approve the purchase of an FES device for a 30-day trial period; and 

5. if the consumer is able to successfully perform identified job tasks after the 30-day trial, proceed with purchase of the FES device. 

Area managers may not make exceptions to any part of the Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) Devices policy.

...

Orthoses and Prostheses

(Revised 06/08, 09/09, 12/09, 04/10)

Provide an orthosis or prosthesis to enhance a consumer's employability or capability to perform activities of daily living.

Use of orthoses and prostheses is frequently a life-long need. Counsel with the consumer about his or her responsibility for future repairs, modification, and/or replacement of the orthosis or prosthesis.

A physician, physician's assistant, advanced practice nurse, chiropractor, podiatrist, or dentist prescribes orthotic and prosthetic devices. Based on the prescription, the orthotist or prosthetist recommends the design of a device that best meets the consumer's needs (see Chapter 7: Purchasing, 7.4 Purchasing Medical Assistive Devices and Supplies).
See Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) Devices 
for information specific to the purchase of this specialized orthotic.
Required Medical Examinations for Orthoses and Prostheses

...
5.3.4 Physical Restoration Services or Procedures with Special Requirements

(Revised 10/08, 12/09, 04/10, 08/10, 09/10, 04/11)

*Listed below are physical restoration services or procedures that have special requirements. You must review these requirements before including any of them in the consumer's plan.*

…

Severe (Morbid) Obesity Surgery

(Revised 10/08, 08/10, 09/10)

A consumer is severely obese when his or her body mass index (BMI) is 40 or more. Severe obesity is a disability if it results in an impediment to employment. Before considering bariatric surgery as a service for a severely obese consumer, identify the consumer’s impediment to employment. 

Determining If Severe Obesity Results in an Impediment to Employment
To determine if a consumer has an impediment to employment related to severe obesity, you must use the following procedure:

1. obtain documentation from a physician that shows the consumer’s height and weight and that the consumer has a BMI of 40 or more; 

2. have a physical or occupational therapist or chiropractor perform a functional capacity assessment (FCA) to observe and evaluate the consumer’s functional capabilities and accurately measure the consumer’s work capacity; 

3. have an occupational or physical therapist perform a job analysis, if the consumer is employed, to determine the functional requirements of the consumer’s job; and 

4. review the FCA and job analysis to determine whether the consumer can perform the critical tasks of his or her job. If the consumer can perform the critical tasks of his or her job, there is no impediment to employment related to severe obesity. An unemployed consumer must demonstrate an inability to meet the physical demands of the chosen realistic job goal as defined in Choices. 

…
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