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4.5 Comparable Services and Benefits

4.5.1 Requirement for Using Comparable Services and Benefits
*Before you provide VR services to a consumer, or a consumer's family members, explore any possible comparable services or benefits under any other program and whether those services and benefits are available to the consumer. 
Comparable services and benefits do not include
· scholarships or other awards of merit, 

· student loans, 

· personal loans, or 

· consumer contributions to the cost of services. 

If the consumer needs postsecondary training in order to reach the IPE goal, require the consumer to apply for and use, if granted, support from the Federal Financial Student Aid Program. List the consumer's responsibility for applying for and/or using those services on the IPE.

Use identified benefits or services first, unless using them would interrupt or delay

· the consumer's progress toward achieving the employment goal identified in the IPE; 

· an immediate hiring date; or 

· the provision of VR services to any consumer who is determined to be at extreme medical risk, based on medical evidence provided by an appropriate, qualified, medical professional.* 

*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.53(a)

…
4.5.3 Documenting Use of Comparable Services and Benefits

The exploration of and use of comparable services and benefits should be thoroughly documented through the case. This includes documentation in the electronic case management system 
· case notes,

· service records,

· IPE, and

· Closure Services page.

You should also keep copies of any documents related to approval or denial of comparable benefits in the consumer’s paper case file. 

The following comparable benefits selections can be selected to document the use of comparable benefits when you develop service records, IPEs, and Closure Services pages in the electronic case management system: 
· Centers for Independent Living

· Child Protective Services

· Community Rehabilitation Programs

· Educational Institutions (elementary and secondary)

· Educational Institutions (post-secondary)

· Educational Service Center

· Employers

· Employment Networks (not otherwise specified)

· Federal Student Aid (such as Pell grants, SEOP (Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant), work study, etc.)

· Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Agencies

· Medicaid Programs

· Medicaid Waiver

· Medical Health Provider (public or private)

· Medicare

· Mental Health Provider (public or private)

· One-stop Employment and Training Centers

· Other Sources

· Other State Agencies

· Other VR State Agencies

· Public Housing Authority

· Scholarship

· Social Security Administration (Disability Determination Services or District office)

· State Department of Correction and Juvenile Justice

· State Employment Service Agency

· Tuition Waiver (non-blind, non-deaf)

· Tuition Waiver Blind

· Tuition Waiver Deaf

· Veteran’s Administration

· Waiver Programs—MDCP In-Home, CLASS & Family Support Class

· Welfare Agency (state or local government)

· Worker’s Compensation
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