4.4.3 Planning Services in the IPE

…
Services from Out-of-State Providers

If the consumer chooses a provider outside Texas, you must take specific purchasing actions, as shown in the following table.

…

	Circumstance
	Action Required

	…

	The purchase ordinarily requires a contract between DRS and the provider; for example, hospital services or a wheelchair.
	The medical service coordinator (MSC) coordinating hospital services or the counselor purchasing durable medical equipment must contact the regional consumer contract specialist (RCCS) to negotiate a payment rate for the medical service. A DARS3423, Exception to Contracted Hospital Purchase must be completed and submitted through the regional director for final approval by the director of Consumer Procurement and Client Services Contracting (CPCSC). 
Note: Healthcare Cost Report Information System (HCRIS) payment rates noted on the DARS3423 do not apply to out-of-state hospital services, so the MSC must coordinate with the RCCS to develop an appropriate payment rate. 


…

5.3.3 Hospital and Ambulatory Surgery Center (ASC) Services

…

Hospital Contracts

Hospital contracts define the business relationship between DARS and those hospitals from which DARS purchases consumer services. The contract specifies allowable payment methods for all services purchased from the hospital, which may include

· inpatient or outpatient services, 

· post-acute brain injury services, 

· psychological services, 

· community rehabilitation program services, and 

· medical records. 

Consumer Procurement and Client Services Contracting (CPCSC) maintains DARS hospital contracts. If a consumer needs a medical service at a hospital that does not have a DARS contract, the assigned medical service coordinator (MSC) must contact the regional consumer contract specialist (RCCS) to negotiate a payment rate for the medical service. A DARS3423, Exception to Contracted Hospital Purchase must be completed and submitted through the regional director for final approval by the director of Consumer Procurement and Client Services Contracting (CPCSC). If you need to purchase medical services from a hospital that does not currently have a contract with DARS, see Chapter 7: Purchasing, 7.5.8 Exceptions to Contracts. 
...

7.5.8 Exceptions to Contracts

Doing Business with Providers Who Do Not Have a Contract

When contracts are the required instrument to establish a business relationship, case-by-case exceptions may be approved only in situations where the exception is

· in the best interest of DRS, 

· in the best interest of the DRS consumer, and 

· determined not to be in violation of any state or federal laws. 

If a consumer needs a medical service at a hospital that does not have a DARS contract, the assigned medical service coordinator (MSC) must contact the regional consumer contract specialist (RCCS) to negotiate a payment rate for the medical service. A DARS3423, Exception to Contracted Hospital Purchase must be completed and submitted through the regional director for final approval by the director of CPCSC.

