
3.4.1 Establishing the Presence of an Impairment

A “physical or mental impairment” is an injury, disease, or other condition that results in persistent functional limitations.

For observable impairments such as amputation, wheelchair usage, deafness, or deformity, you do not need medical reports to determine their presence. You may not need to determine the nature, extent, and significance of an observable condition until the IPE planning process.

For nonobservable impairments, obtain additional examinations or evaluations if records are unavailable or insufficient. In most cases a functional capacity assessment is not required to determine the presence of an impairment. 
You may use the DARS3106, Work Capacity Report to gather information about a consumer’s physical limitations from a treating physician or evaluating specialist.

See Tips on Using the DARS3106, Work Capacity Report.
For impairments that the consumer reports are unchanged for several years, use available medical and other reports (even if they are several years old) to determine their presence.

For conditions that appear to be unstable or acute, consult with the local medical consultant (LMC) or Central Office program specialist as needed.
3.4.2 Determining There Is No Impairment
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