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Chapter 3: Eligibility

3.2 Presumption of Eligibility for Social Security Recipients

*Recipients of Social Security disability benefits [that is, Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and/or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)] are:
· presumed eligible for VR services*; and 

· determined eligible immediately after receipt of benefits is proven unless there is a question about the consumer's ability to achieve an employment outcome. 

*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.42(a)(3)(i)

When the consumer asserts eligibility for SSI or SSDI, but is unable to provide evidence such as an award letter, see Chapter 4, Assessing and Planning, 4.10.4 Verification of Social Security Benefits for further information on obtaining proof of benefits.

If there is a question about the consumer's ability to achieve an employment outcome, complete an extended evaluation plan using a trial work experience. See Chapter 4, Assessing and Planning, 4.9 Developing an IPE for Extended Evaluation.
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