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Background
In January 2015, the Sunset Advisory Commission Staff Report with Decision Materials (Sunset Report) recommended that the Texas legislature require the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) to develop a policy on gathering and using stakeholder input regarding the Child Care program.  

In making the recommendation, the Sunset Report stated that in its policy, TWC should define the appropriate methods for obtaining needed input, e.g., through formal means, such as an advisory committee, or less formal means, such as time-limited workgroups, periodic surveys, and proactive communication with stakeholders through TWC’s website.  The Sunset Report also suggested that implementing such a process would help ensure a consistent approach to gathering input and provide additional opportunities for the Child Care program’s many stakeholders, including advocates, child care experts, and providers, to share information useful to TWC in program and policy improvement.

Issue
The 84th Texas Legislature, Regular Session (2015), enacted Senate Bill (SB) 208, which added §302.00435 to the Texas Labor Code, requiring that TWC’s three-member Commission (Commission):

. . .develop a policy for obtaining, through appropriate methods, input from interested parties regarding its subsidized child care program and for using that input in administering that program. 

Additionally, SB 208 requires that TWC adopt such a policy no later than September 1, 2016. 

Recommendations
In order to implement the requirement of Texas Labor Code §302.00435, staff recommends the following:

· TWC staff continues to conduct meetings of state agencies involved in child care and early education.  State agency partners currently identified in the Child Care and Development Fund State Plan include the following:
· TWC
· Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
· Texas Education Agency (TEA)
· Head Start State Collaboration Office (HSSCO)
· Texas Early Childhood Professional Development System (TECPDS)

· TWC staff continues to participate in Child Care network meetings comprising members from each of the 28 Local Workforce Development Boards.  The Child Care network meets to review child care policies, procedures, quality initiatives, and other child care–related matters to gather input on the Child Care program.  Staff reports this feedback to the Commission.

· The Commission conducts public meetings each biennium to solicit input on the Child Care program from child care stakeholders and the general public.  Four such meetings are scheduled for this biennium.

During the workgroups and public meetings, TWC encourages stakeholders and the public to provide input and comments on all aspects of the state’s subsidized child care system, including, but not limited to: 
· delivery of subsidized child care services; 
· alignment of early education programs; 
· quality initiatives and standards, including Texas Rising Star; and 
· other topics central to early childhood education. 
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