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Background 
On November 4, 2014, the Texas Workforce Commission entered into an interagency cooperation contract with the Office of the Governor (OOG) to collaborate with local partners across the state to host small business forums that provide training, information, and resources to Texans interested in starting or expanding a small business.  The forums provide Texans with information regarding available governmental services, workforce training programs, contracting opportunities, best practices and methodologies, opportunities for exporting products and services, and any other areas relevant to small business inception and growth.  The training includes seminars featuring a wide range of instructive materials and workshops providing vital information on both public and private resources, including training and support geared specifically toward historically underutilized businesses.  

These forums provide entrepreneurs and small business owners with the valuable tools, skills, and knowledge needed to thrive in today’s fast-paced economy. 

Issue
The current approved funding for this initiative is $650,000 in Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) funds.  However, recently, opportunities have been identified that can enhance the program, including expanding geographic scope of forums, increasing efforts in the rural areas of the state and focusing on services to small and historically underutilized businesses.

Recommendation
Staff recommends increasing the amount of funding for this initiative by adding $450,000 in WIOA funds, bringing the total funding for this initiative to $1.1 million.  This increased funding will allow OOG to:
· expand the geographic scope of forums and workshops to increase the effectiveness of promotional activities, regional participation, and attracting high quality contributors;
· expand the scope of services in rural areas to Texas small business service providers to support and promote activities for small businesses and entrepreneurs;
· increase efforts to small and historically underutilized businesses; and
· generate new markets for Texas small businesses through the support of domestic and international trade shows.
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