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Background
The purpose of the Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) State Plan is to improve services and employment outcomes for low-income individuals age 55 and over who are enrolled in SCSEP.  The governor designated the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) to be responsible for developing and submitting the SCSEP State Plan.  The SCSEP State Plan for Program Year 2012–Program Year 2015 (PY’12–PY’15) was approved as an attachment to TWC’s integrated Strategic State Workforce Investment Plan for Title I of the Workforce Investment Act for PY’12–PY’16.  The SCSEP Plan provided a labor market analysis of high-growth industries and occupations and a demographic analysis of SCSEP-eligible individuals in the state, as well as strategies to provide services to rural areas and coordinate with SCSEP grantees in the state, Texas Workforce Solutions Offices, and other partners to assist SCSEP participants in gaining the skills needed to obtain unsubsidized jobs.

On October 1, 2014, the US Department of Labor Employment and Training Administration (DOLETA) published Training and Employment Guidance Letter (TEGL) No. 8-14 requiring the SCSEP State Plan to be updated and modified as appropriate.

The November 28, 2014, deadline imposed in the TEGL did not allow for the public comment process TWC follows.  As a result, TWC requested and received an extension of the deadline for submission of the plan.  The DOLETA regional office requested that TWC submit a draft for preliminary review by December 31, 2014.  The final plan, including public comments, will be submitted to DOLETA in March 2015. 

The plan modification allows the state to provide updated information on the longer term, strategic view of the program, including projected changes in demographics, the economy, and the labor market.  This plan modification also includes updates to the labor market information, the revised equitable distribution of participant positions, and slight modifications to implementation strategies.
 
On December 23, 2014, the Commission approved posting the plan for public comment. Comments were accepted January 9-16, 2015. Two comments were received which resulted in no changes to the plan itself. 

Recommendation
Staff is seeking approval to submit the SCSEP State Plan Program Years 2014–2017 to TWIC for review and action and submission to DOL. 
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