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Background
In 2014, the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) successfully participated in two dual credit initiatives, after the Skills legislation was amended to allow the use of Skills funds to support certain joint-credit courses offered by school districts under agreements with public junior colleges, public state colleges, or public technical institutes.  These initiatives were:

· A tri-agency collaboration with TWC, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Texas Education Agency.  Together, the three agencies supported the creation of the career and technical education (CTE) Early College High Schools initiative, which provided a much needed emphasis on workforce challenges and opportunities and considered innovative approaches to preparing students for success upon graduation; and,

· A dual-credit initiative administered by TWC that awarded funds to colleges supporting the creation and expansion of dual credit career and technical educations in Texas schools that are highly technical in nature, addressing local area demands for  a high-skill workforce in high-demand occupations in high-wage industries.


Recommendation 
TWC continues its support of dual credit programs by recommending $1 million in 2015 to further support the creation and expansion of dual credit career and technical education programs in Texas schools that are highly technical in nature and address local area demands for high-skill, high-demand occupations in high-wage industries.

TWC will serve as the administering entity, and will receive applications from public junior colleges, public state colleges, or public technical institutes under an agreement with a school district to develop dual-credit and certificate attainment in high-demand occupations or further expand these programs through additional curriculum development and enhancement or equipment purchases or repair.  An evaluation of applications will be completed by the Workforce Business Services Evaluation Team with formal recommendations submitted to the Final Review Committee for final approval.  Projects will support programs that model effective education and training opportunities for high school students in high-demand occupations.  The funds will be used to:

· support programs between high schools and community colleges or Texas State Technical Colleges:
· with a  funding amount of up to $225,000 per project
· that provide industry-endorsed courses offered for joint high school and college-level credit; and
· that provide college credit for career or technical education programs that lead to an industry-recognized license, credential, certificate, or degree;

All programs developed, enhanced or supported with these funds should result in positioning students for gaining employment in high demand and high wage employment opportunities upon completion of training. 

· support programs that result in establishing a skilled workforce to meet the needs of high-demand fields or occupations through documented collaboration with Local Workforce Development Boards evidenced by an analysis of local industry demand;

Further evidence will be provided by documented support from employers in the community (including a letter of support from at least one employer in the state); and

· support the development of dual-credit programs through purchase or repairing of necessary equipment for a dual-credit course, development of course curriculum, or other allowable costs.

Specific program areas and industries to be supported must be in high-skill, high-demand, and high-wage occupations and industries.  These will be identified in the application.
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