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Background 
Worker training resulting in “right skilling” is a key workforce development service available to assist employers in ensuring their employees have the skills necessary to meet current business demands.  Innovative partnerships between employers and Local Workforce Development Boards (Boards) also help individuals obtain employment that leads to economic self-sufficiency.  

Issue
A common request from Boards and employers is for workers with skills necessary to meet changing business requirements.  Providing training and education for individuals and upgrading incumbent worker skills to provide the right skills for the current needs of a particular job is important to meet the needs of industries across the state.  Boards need to have the latitude and resources to launch innovative partnerships that leverage local efforts to train and educate a skilled workforce that meets high-demand occupational need.  

Serving as a resource to both job seekers and employers, Boards are well positioned to facilitate and build key partnerships with education, employers, and other stakeholders that meet local and regional workforce demands.  These partnerships are best practices that are a hallmark of our system and have been highlighted during our regional workforce stakeholder meetings. 

Recommendations
Staff recommends the following:
· Establish an initiative to respond to employers’ demands for individual training and education and worker training and skills upgrades;
· Dedicate $1.5 million in Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) statewide activity funding distribution for this initiative;
· Distribute the dedicated funds to Boards based on the following methodology:
· Each Board receives a base amount of $13,393; and
· The remaining funds are distributed based on each Board’s proportionate share of the total WIOA dislocated worker allocated funding; and 
· Require that Boards collaborate with local employers, educators, and other stakeholders to identify specific local workforce development area needs for training and education initiatives, including incumbent worker training initiatives, to ensure individuals have the right skills for occupations in high demand.
· Funds may be used for any allowable statewide activity that advances these local innovation partnerships.


	Texas Workforce Commission

	Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Title I Statewide Funding Distributions

	2015 Local Innovation Partnership Grants – July 1, 2015,  through June 30, 2016

	LWDA
	LWDA Name
	FY2016/PY2015 WIOA Dislocated Worker Allocation Amounts
	Equal Base Funding Amount for Local Innovation Partnership Grants
	Local Innovation Partnership Grant Funding Based on LWDA Relative Proportion of FY2016/PY2015 WIOA Dislocated Worker Allocations
	Local Innovation Partnership Grant Amounts for July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016 (FY2015)1,2

	1
	Panhandle
	 $        672,420 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                15,550 
	 $                   28,943 

	2
	South Plains
	 $        818,623 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                18,930 
	 $                   32,323 

	3
	North Texas
	 $        634,696 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                14,677 
	 $                   28,070 

	4
	North Central Texas
	 $     4,199,764 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                97,119 
	 $                 110.512 

	5
	Tarrant County
	 $     4,036,262 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                93,338 
	 $                 106,731 

	6
	Dallas County
	 $     4,890,478 
	 $           13,393 
	 $              113,091 
	 $                 126,484 

	7
	Northeast Texas
	 $        941,533 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                21,773 
	 $                   35,166 

	8
	East Texas
	 $     2,140,756 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                49,504 
	 $                   62,897 

	9
	West Central Texas
	 $     1,047,055 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                24,213 
	 $                   37,606 

	10
	Upper Rio Grande
	 $     1,488,787 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                34,428 
	 $                   47,821 

	11
	Permian Basin
	 $        619,089 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                14,316 
	 $                   27,709 

	12
	Concho Valley
	 $        530,750 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                12,273 
	 $                   25,666 

	13
	Heart of Texas
	 $        957,376 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                22,139 
	 $                   35,532 

	14
	Capital Area
	 $     1,980,978 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                45,810 
	 $                   59,203 

	15
	Rural Capital
	 $     1,676,411 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                38,767 
	 $                   52,160 

	16
	Brazos Valley
	 $        779,747 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                18,031 
	 $                   31,424 

	17
	Deep East Texas
	 $     1,040,014 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                24,050 
	 $                   37,443 

	18
	Southeast Texas
	 $     1,008,305 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                23,317 
	 $                   36,710 

	19
	Golden Crescent
	 $        632,593 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                14,629 
	 $                   28,022 

	20
	Alamo
	 $     3,391,496 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                78,428 
	 $                   91,721 

	21
	South Texas
	 $        455,133 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                10,525 
	 $                   23,918 

	22
	Coastal Bend
	 $     1,139,072 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                26,341 
	 $                   39,734 

	23
	Lower Rio Grande Valley
	 $     1,714,852 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                39,656 
	 $                   53,049 

	24
	Cameron County
	 $        850,991 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                19,679 
	 $                   33,072 

	25
	Texoma
	 $        560,992 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                12,973 
	 $                   26,366 

	26
	Central Texas
	 $     1,036,725 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                23,974 
	 $                   37,367 

	27
	Middle Rio Grande
	 $        443,586 
	 $           13,393 
	 $                10,258 
	 $                   23,651 

	28
	Gulf Coast
	 $     8,960,474 
	 $           13,393 
	 $              207,207 
	$                 220,600 

	Total
	 
	 $    48,648,958 
	 $          375,004 
	 $          1,124,996 
	      $             1,500,000 



1 The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) will provide each local workforce development area (LWDA) with funding for Local Innovation Partnership Grants covering July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016.  TWC will distribute the WIOA statewide funds by using an equal base amount for each LWDA from one-third of the amount available and applying the relative proportion of the WIOA Fiscal Year 2016/Program Year 2015 dislocated worker allocation amounts from two-thirds of the amount available.
2 Approved by TWC’s three-member Commission June xx, 2015.
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