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The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) anticipates receiving an estimated $17,734,467 in Federal Fiscal Year 2016 (FFY’16) federal and state funds to deliver Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Employment and Training (SNAP E&T) services.  

The SNAP E&T State Plan of Operations remains substantially the same as the FFY’15 plan, with the following changes:

· TWC’s intent to pilot a Third-Party Reimbursement (TPR) initiative: The TPR initiative would allow the Capital Area Local Workforce Development Board to create partnerships with the City of Austin and Travis County to leverage 50 percent SNAP E&T funds to cover the costs of providing SNAP E&T services to exempt and mandatory SNAP recipients not currently served due to funding limitations. 

· TWC’s intent to partner with Local Food Banks in Texas:  TWC will use SNAP E&T administrative funds to implement an initiative to:
· strengthen partnerships with Local Workforce Development Boards and local food banks in the state’s 28 local workforce development areas; and  
· market the SNAP E&T program to SNAP E&T volunteers (i.e., exempt recipients) who visit food bank facilities.  
To maximize SNAP E&T funding, funds will be dedicated to building capacity for local food bank staff and volunteers to become familiar with workforce services, including those through the SNAP E&T program, as well as those available through the integrated workforce system, available in the local Workforce Solutions Offices.  

· Addition of Concurrent Sanctions section for Failing to Comply with Work Requirements under Title IV of the Social Security Act, or an Unemployment Compensation Work Requirement:   Although this item is not new for FFY’16, it was added to the FFY’16 SNAP E&T State Plan to denote that Texas is complying with the requirement in accordance with federal regulations. The Texas Health and Human Services Commission is the federally recognized agency responsible for imposing a SNAP sanction when an individual fails to comply with TANF or unemployment compensation work requirements 
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