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Background
On July 27, 2016, the Texas Workforce Commission approved $800,000 in Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) funds for the Externships for Teachers initiative. The initiative will create partnerships among the workforce, industry, and educators to strengthen the workforce system by connecting academic skills and the workplace. 

Middle school and/or high school teachers and counselors will participate in externships in certain industries and learn how classroom content is applied in the work world. Teachers and counselors will learn about the skill sets required in those industries and can take that knowledge back to students to educate and guide them. The connection between the school and the workplace will help students understand and develop the academic and technical skills they will need to compete for high-demand jobs.

Issue
Request for Proposals 320-17-02, Externship for Teachers Program, resulted in proposals exceeding the $800,000 approved in the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY’17) operating budget. 

Recommendation
To further increase the availability of externships for teachers and counselors, staff recommends increasing the FY’17 budget from $800,000 to $994,529 in WIOA funds to support additional proposals.
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