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Background
In 2011, Central Texas College (CTC) became a founding member of the College Credit for Heroes (CCH) initiative, creating www.collegecreditforheroes.org web portal, where veterans and service members can receive an official evaluation of credits to be used at colleges and universities throughout the state.  CTC employs full-time employee (FTE) staff to evaluate and issue CCH credit evaluations.  Additionally, CTC has facilitated the memoranda of understanding (MOUs) for the CCH network of partner institutions, in which colleges and universities make a pledge to support CCH by awarding as many credits as possible from CCH evaluations. 

According to CTC, the cost to maintain the web portal, employ FTE evaluator staff, and continue to facilitate MOU negotiations is approximately $550,000 annually.  Since 2011, CTC has supported the CCH initiative financially through a combination of funding from the Texas Workforce Commission, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, and CTC’s own operating budget.

Issue
As interest in CCH has increased throughout the state, so has the financial impact on CTC.  To temporarily support CTC’s efforts until a more sustainable long-term funding plan can be established, CTC is requesting $187,000 for approximately one year to continue facilitating and supporting the development of CCH partnerships including MOUs with partner institutions and issuance of official credit evaluations.

Recommendation
Staff recommends dedicating $187,000 in Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act funds to support CTC’s efforts on the CCH initiative, including:
· issue official CCH credit evaluations; and
· facilitate CCH partnerships, including MOUs.
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