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Background
The 84th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, (2015), enacted House Bill (HB) 763, which amends Texas Government Code §2001.021, relating to “Petition for Adoption of Rules,” by:
· providing an expanded definition of “interested person”; and
· establishing that when a state agency requires signatures for a petition for adoption of rules, at least 51 percent of the required signatures must be from Texas residents.  

Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) Chapter 800, General Administration rules at Subchapter G, relating to “Petition for Adoption of Rules,” establish the Commission’s longstanding procedures for the submission, consideration, and disposition of a rulemaking petition.

Issue 1
HB 763 defines interested person as:
· a resident of this state;
· a business entity located in this state;
· a governmental subdivision located in this state; or
· a public or private organization located in this state that is not a state agency.

Recommendation
Staff recommends amending TWC rule §800.252, “Definitions,” by adding a definition of interested person that will correspond to HB 763’s definition of interested person.

Issue 2
Current TWC rule §800.253, “Submission and Petition Requirements,” does not establish a threshold for the number of signatures needed for consideration of a petition.  

Recommendations
Staff recommends no change to existing §800.253. Because §800.253 does not currently require a minimum number of signatures, HB 763’s requirement that 51 percent of the signatures belong to Texas residents does not apply to TWC’s petition procedures.  
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