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Background
On July 27, 2016, the Texas Workforce Commission approved $1,000,000 in Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds for the Governor’s Summer Merit Program (GSMP). GSMP’s purpose is to provide scholarships for Texas middle school and high school students between ages 14 and 21 years to increase the number of students served in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) skills–related summer camp programs. Students who attend the day or residential camps receive information and gain experience pertinent to postsecondary opportunities that lead to STEM careers.

Activities may include a day camp in which students design, program, and build robots; a two-week academic enrichment residential math camp for talented but underserved 10th and 11th graders; and a one-week residential engineering camp for 9th graders to attend industrial tours and participate in hands-on laboratory activities.

GSMP supports the governor’s initiatives to prepare Texas’ future workforce to compete for future high-skill, high-demand jobs.

Issue
Request for Proposals 320-17-01 GSMP resulted in proposals exceeding the $1,000,000 approved in the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY’17) operating budget. 

Recommendation
To expand the availability of STEM skills–related summer camp programs throughout Texas, staff recommends increasing the FY’17 operating budget from $1,000,000 to $1,372,462 in TANF funds to support all sufficiently responsive proposals.    
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