
The Texas Economy

Phil Arnold

Mariana Vega

Fatima-Zahra Pendleton

Vivian Cantu

Texas Workforce Commission

Labor Market & Career Information



What is Labor Market Information (LMI)?

Science of collecting, analyzing, and reporting 

Economic activities

Describing the supply and demand relationships within an area

Used to describe a local area’s economic picture





Texas Economic indicators show different 

directions?

 Texas annual job growth is lower after nearly 100,000 less 

combined jobs in two major industries.

 Texas seasonally adjusted unemployment remains at a very low 

historical unemployment rate.

 The diverse Texas economy absorbed the loss of jobs in 2015 and 

remains relatively strong, something that might not have happened 

30 years ago.



Geography

Statewide

Metropolitan Statistical Areas

Metropolitan Divisions

Workforce Development Areas

Counties

115 Select Cities



Change of Population by County – 2000 to 2010



Cooperation with Bureau of Labor Statistics

Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

Current Employment Statistics

Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Occupational Employment Statistics

Short- and Long-Term Projections

(Joint Effort w/ Employment & Training Administration)



One More Concept

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Reacts to economic events

Example:  Leisure and Hospitality (Spectator Sports Teams)

Seasonally Adjusted

Takes out the seasonal factors

Shows the true picture of the economy



Round Rock Express
#1 Minor League Baseball City in U.S.

Not Seasonally Adjusted Employment

40 year round employees

250 summer baseball temporary employees

290 total employees in June 

Seasonally Adjusted

40 seasonally adjusted employees

• Employment source: Chris Almendarez, Round Rock Express Team President

• Ranking by The Street.com



The Overall Picture?? It depends on your 

Angle!!

QCEW LAUS CES

OES
PROJ.

OTHER
TOOLS



LMCI home page screen shot
http://www.lmci.state.tx.us



LMCI Search page



LMCI Data Link 

Click on 

QCEW for 

querying 

tool for 

this data 

type



You can start drilling for QCEW data here



Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages (QCEW)

 “Data Universe”

Published by industry (NAICS)

A component for several other data series

Published quarterly

Available data: Employment, wages, & average weekly 

wages

Statewide, county, MSAs, & WDAs



Austin-Round Rock MSA vs. Texas Industry Composition

3rd Quarter 2015



Average Annual Wages in

Texas and the Austin-Round Rock MSA
2001-2014

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)



Austin-Round Rock MSA

25-Year Industry Job & Wage Growth

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)



Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) publication 



Third Quarter 2015 Texas Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



Current Employment Statistics
(CES or Total Nonfarm/Nonag)

Current industry employment estimates

(Total Nonagricultural Wage and Salary)

Employer-based sample survey

 Includes some non-covered employment

Published monthly

Available data: employment, hours & earnings for 

statewide and MSAs



Most CES 

data can be 

found here 

on the LMCI 

Searchpage



CES data is also at Data Link under Data Types



Austin-Round Rock MSA Nonagricultural

Wage and Salary Employment

Not Seasonally Adjusted



The Austin-Round Rock MSA vs. U.S. and Texas
Employment Recovery from the Economic Downturn

Source: Current Employment Statistics (CES)



Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

Current local unemployment estimates

Monthly sample survey of 3,500 Texas households

Based on residence

Published monthly

Available data:  civilian labor force, employed, 

unemployed, unemployment rate for Texas, MSA, WDA, 

county, city



Find unemployment data on TRACER

on the Searchpage or Data Link 

Regional and historical LAUS data can also be mined or drilled down for in the data extract section.



Texas Metropolitan Statistical Area Rankings



Austin Area Counties Unemployment Rates
(Not Seasonally Adjusted, February 2014-2016)

Source: Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)



CES and LAUS Differences

CES (Total Nonag)

 Place of work (employers)

 Count of jobs

 Multiple Job Holders

 Exclude:

 Agriculture

 Self-employed

 Strikers

 Unpaid family workers

LAUS (Civilian Labor Force)

 Place of residence (workers)

 Count of persons

 Counted only once

 Include:

 Agriculture

 Self-employed

 Strikers

 Unpaid family workers



Regional Extracts

Further down the 

LMCI Searchpage

you may find the 

newest category to 

search by, Regional 

Extracts.  They 

have been out for 

just a few months.



Regional Extracts region specific

All region-specific 

data produced is 

available here. 

Includes: 25 MSAs & 

28 WDA’s. There are 

also extracts by Data 

Type.  Includes: CES, 

LAUS and Consumer 

Price Index (CPI).



LMCI Economic Profiles

From the LMCI 

Searchpage, you 

may click on 

Economic 

Profiles by 

MSAs, WDAs, 

U.S., Texas or 

various 

industry 

profiles.



MSA Profile



Austin-Round Rock MSA Profile Picture of top Section

CES QCEW



Austin-Round Rock MSA Profile Picture of Annual Growth Rate Line Graph

CES LAUS



Region Specific CES extract

Download 

your region-

specific CES 

extract



Austin-Round Rock MSA Regional Extract



Region Specific LAUS extract

Download 

your region-

specific LAUS 

extract



Austin Area LAUS Extract



WDA

Get your WDA 

Profile from here 

or from the 

Economic Profiles 

Page



WDA Profile





Occupational Employment Statistics (OES)

Distribution of jobs by industry

Published by occupation (SOC)

Published annually

Geographical: State, MSAs,  & WDAs

Available data: staffing patterns & wages



OES unstructured survey form

Make it easy, submit 

your report via email!

All information is 

kept confidential

For assistance with 

the form, please call 

1-800-252-3616



Wages by Profession

Find
Wages by 
Profession 
and start 
searching for 
occupations 
and 
categories of 
wage data 
across by 
industry and 
by 
geographical 
area



Select an Occupation of Interest



View Data & Download to Excel



Interpreters and Translators
2014 Annual Average Wages

Source: Occupational Employment Statistics (OES)



Texas Heat Map Showing Avg A



LMCI PRESENTS 

THE FUTURE

2012-2022 PROJECTIONS!



Projection Employment

Future employment picture for industries & occupations

Published every two years

Geographical: Statewide & WDAs

Available data: future industry & occupation 

employment; estimated annual job openings



Click on The Future to get to the Projections data



Industry and Occupational Projections



Capital Area WDA 

Employment Change by Industry Sector 

2012-2022



Capital Area WDA 
Occupations adding the most jobs

2012-2022



Rural Capital Area WDA 
Largest Postsecondary Non-Degree Occupations

Ranked by 2014 Employment with 2014 Average Wages



Rural Capital Area WDA 
Largest Associate’s Degree Occupations

Ranked by 2014 Employment with 2014 Average Wages



Rural Capital Area WDA 
Largest Bachelor’s Degree Occupations

Ranked by 2014 Employment with 2014 Average Wages



Occupational Projection Overviews

Occupational 

Projection 

Overviews are 

available for 

the 28 

Workforce 

Development 

Areas, Texas 

and the 

United States.



Other Tools

Business Employer Dynamics

Longitudinal Employment Dynamics

American Community Survey

Other Census and BLS data

Help Wanted On-Line

Building Permits

Sales Revenue & Sales Volume

Newspaper Articles



Help Wanted Online



Help Wanted Online Top 15 Demand Jobs
For the Austin-Round Rock MSA with 2014 OES Wages



Help Wanted Online Top 15 Austin-Round Rock MSA

Employers by Job Listings

Employer Listings

Ascension Health 1,279 

IBM 1,199 

DELL 1,038 

HCA - The Healthcare Company 814 

Aerotek 562 

Apple Inc. 537 

Robert Half International 499 

The University of Texas System 489 

Health One 488 

Oracle 480 

Goodwill Industries of Central Texas 478 

ACCENTURE 457 

Kforce Professional Staffing, Inc. 393 

Deloitte 344 

Randstad 326 

Source: Help Wanted Analytics March 2016, Last 90 Days





Texas Cities with the Largest Over-the-Year
Unemployment Rate Decreases 
December 2014 – December 2015



Computer User Support Specialists
2014 Annual Average Wages

Source: Texas Workforce Commission, Labor Market and Career Information



Texas Total Wages Paid Pie Chart



Fastest Growing Construction Occupations in Texas
2012-2022



Texas Construction Industry Showed Employment 

Growth the Last Five Months of 2015 
(Seasonally Adjusted)



Correct Answers to the Pop Quiz

1.Local Area Unemployment Statistics

2.Occupational Employment Statistics

3.Quarterly Census of Employment and 

Wages

4.Projections

5.Current Employment Statistics

All of you did very well!



LMCI Products and Services

Training Available!

Did you know that 

LMCI staff can 

conduct training 

for your area? 

We can provide training on our various 

software tools used for labor market 

and career development. 

Contact us:
lmci@twc.state.tx.us

1-866-938-4444

mailto:lmci@twc.state.tx.us


Education Specialists

• Career Exploration Presentations

• Classroom/ Auditorium/ Gym/ 
Library Presentations

• In-Service Facilitation or 
Presentations (Counselors, CTE, 
Faculty, Post-Secondary partners)

• Parent Night College Selection/ 
Career Readiness Presentation

• Training on TWC Products using 
Labor Market data for Career 
Exploration

• Webinars for Educators

• Counselor Packets

• Career Fairs/ Selfie Booth

Lori Knight

lorena.knight@twc.state.tx.us

512-463-4879

Karla Jasen

karla.jasen@twc.state.tx.us

512-936-3193

OR

careerinformation@twc.state.tx.us

mailto:lorena.knight@twc.state.tx.us
mailto:karla.jasen@twc.state.tx.us
mailto:careerinformation@twc.state.tx.us


Follow us on twitter!



LMCI Reports



Any Questions?

Thank you for your

time and attention.

lmci@twc.state.tx.us

1-866-938-4444




