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Members in Attendance 
Patricia Smith   – Little Dudes Learning Center 
Sul Ross    – Gulf Coast Workforce Solutions 
Howard Morrison   – Texas Education Agency 
Reagan Miller   – Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) 
Michelle Adams   – Department of Family and Protective Services 
Sharon Davis   – North East Texas Workforce Solutions 
Pattie Herbert   – Infants 123 
LaShonda Brown           - Texas Head Start State Collaboration Office, Texas Early  
                                        Childhood Professional Development System 
Rebecca Latimer  – Just Kidding Around 
Sandra Solis  – Lower Rio Workforce Solutions 
Doug Watson   – Healy-Murphy Child Development Center 
 
 

Members not in Attendance 
Dr. Elaine Zweig   – Collin County Community College 
 

Additional Attendees 
Laurie Biscoe                 - Deputy Director, Workforce Development Division 
Patricia A. Gonzalez – Director Workforce Policy 
Regan Dobbs  – Child Care Policy and Program Analyst 
Kimberly Flores  – Child Care Policy and Program Analyst 
Adela Esquivel  – Child Care Policy and Program Analyst 
Sue Flores   - Child Care Policy and Program Analyst 
Kimberly Berry  – Governmental Relations  
Jessica Crawford  - Adobe Connect Facilitator 
Marisa Cervantes  - Workforce Solutions Middle Rio 
Stephanie Carter            -Workforce Solutions – Southeast     

Meeting Summary 
 
Welcome, Roll-Call and Overview of the Agenda 
Ms. Biscoe informed the work group that Reagan Miller will participate on call from the road and Laurie will 
moderate the discussion today.  
 
She asked Mary Clare to continue with the second half of the presentation for Caregiver-Child Interactions 
committee.  The first section was presented during the meeting on February 13, 2014. 
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Child-Caregiver Interactions Subcommittee Recommendations (continued from last meeting of 2/13/14) 
Mary Clare led the presentation and asked April Crawford who is on this subcommittee to provide the overview 
of the measures. 
 
Play-based Interaction and Guidance 
 
LaShonda asked how the assessor will determine who to score if there are lead and assistant teachers in the 
classroom. April clarified that assessor would need to either identify and/or observe one target, or record 
episodes of several targets. At this time the subcommittee does not have a recommendation on a method for 
observations. 
 
Pat expressed concern with recommendations having financial impact to centers, especially the ones with high 
ratios.  She recommends a cost analysis comparison be conducted to determine impact of the revised measures.   
Pat also expressed an interest in having the centers test the new TRS measures before they are adopted and 
implemented. 
 
Sul commented that centers need to have higher quality standards to reach a 4 star level; and does not 
recommend watering down measures because some may be harder to meet than others. The 4 star rating is for 
the absolute highest quality.  He also expressed that the group does not want to set a bar that centers are not able 
to reach.   Doug expressed that ratios would need to be analyzed as well. 
 
Mary Clare stated that upon completion of all measure recommendations, further analysis can be made to 
ensure feasibility of measures.  April indicated that recommendations can be adjusted, if needed, but believes 
that current recommendations can be implemented with adequate training. 
 
LaShonda asked if HB376 allows for quality improvement.  Reagan responded affirmatively. 
 
Support for Children’s Regulation 
 
Members commented that there might be difficulty in observing both aspects (modeling and intentional activity) 
of Support for Children’s regulation at the same time.  April confirmed that these are some of the measures with 
the greatest training difficulty and added they can be modified to focus on one aspect or another. 
 
Sul asked if these measures could be applied to elementary school children. April responded they could for the 
first two sections, school aged children are more able to regulate themselves.  Sul indicated that clarity needs to 
be provided in determining if measures apply to school agers or not - without clear instructions that some 
measures do not apply, low scores could result if measures did not apply. 
 
A N/A box will be added for measures, so that if the incident doesn’t occur during the time period of 
observation, it will not impact scoring. 
 
 
Curriculum/Physical and Social Activity Subcommittee Presentations 
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Health and Nutrition 
Reagan walked the workgroup through the proposed measures for health and nutrition. The measures only 
address standards above and beyond those addressed by licensing. Since all kids are entitled to a safe place, not 
only TRS quality programs, the subgroup focused this section to reflect health and nutrition measures only. 
In reviewing the work of other subcommittees, Reagan believes the measures for infants can be enriched using 
language from the caregiver group.  
 
Pat wanted clarification whether caregivers had to be seated the entire time while children are eating their meal. 
Reagan confirmed that the caregiver may be seated periodically, as the measure currently describes. 
 
Sul inquired about why yogurt is specifically addressed. Reagan noted that item should fall under all ages, and 
explained that measure was based on input from a stakeholder from DSHS. 
 
Mary Clare asked for consideration of an allowance for providers to provide milk or veggies to supplement 
meals brought by children; therefore, providing an opportunity for those children to experience a family style 
aspect to the meal. 
 
In reference to the specific provisions regarding the food served at meals: 

• Mary Clare offered that her center has their menu reviewed by a nutritionist every 6 months. She 
suggests perhaps hospitals or county extensions could partner to provide this service. Mary Clare said 
this would at least allow nutrition professionals to verify healthy menus, rather than have assessors 
check for a wide variety of healthy choices, as currently listed in the measures.  

• Reagan explained there was a great deal of discussion around CACFP and the varying degree of 
resources centers had available.  

• Pat asked if an item could be included for providers to supply all children with milk. She also asked if 
desserts included vanilla wafers or graham crackers.  
 

• She inquired if breaded meats were acceptable if they were not fried.  
 

• Doug has a concern about the measure requiring one fruit or veggie with every snack.  
 
 
Curriculum/Activities 
Howard presented the measures for the Curriculum/Activities subgroup. He explained that the group opted to 
use the Infant Toddler and PreK Guidelines as the basis for the measures.   
 
Howard explained that item 1 was initially a structural measure, but the group determined that was too 
constrictive. The workgroup discussed the proposed scoring, which asks for evidence in percentages of 
domains, 25%, 50%, and 100%.  Workgroup agreed to modify the measure to note specific skill domains by age 
group and score based on the level of evidence (low, moderate, or high) found in the curriculum.  In addition, 
the workgroup discussed and agreed to modify measures or combine measures to reflect planned and 
implemented activities rather than having separate measures for each type of activity. 
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Mary Clare asked to add a structural measure for every provider to have a copy of infant toddler and preK 
guidelines on site. Mary Clare also encouraged that the STEM domain include all ages, not only 3-5 year old. 
 
Under Quality Improvement Activities, Sul questioned if the first item is realistic for providers. The score for 3 
required the director to meet with staff once a week. The group decided to change score 3 to three times a 
month. Pat pointed out this is not observable and providers will readily volunteer that they meet this 
requirement. 
 
Mary Clare commented that the measure relating to “learning through hands-on manipulation of real objects” 
seems to measure teacher behavior, and she questioned if the aim was truly to measure the evidence that 
activities and equipment were available to kids in the classroom. She stated that teacher behavior is captured in 
childcare interactions; perhaps this measure should focus on the  items in the room supporting activities.  
 
Regarding the measure of the balance between indoor and outdoor activities, Pat noted that licensing requires 2 
outdoor periods. LaShonda explained that this measure is intended to expand on this standard to demonstrate 
what activities children do outdoors. Mary Clare suggested adding indoor and outdoor play in the next item. 
 
Sul requested that the compliance notes include that curriculum be attentive to dual language children, children 
with special needs, and that curriculum reflect diversity. 
 
Mary Clare said programs with strong relationships with families are higher quality. She noted that there might 
be an opportunity to include in the instrument evidence that providers are sharing information about the 
curriculum with parents and children’s progress relative to the curriculum. 
 
Director and Staff Qualifications Presentations 
 
These will be presented at the February 26th meeting. 
 
Notes on upcoming meetings: 

• Laurie reminded the group to provide TWC staff with modifications to recommendations presented at 
the meeting on 2/13/14, shown in “track changes.” Those modifications will be reviewed during the 
meeting on February 26, 2014from 1:00 -3:00 p.m.  

• Due to the increasing work and tight turn-around, and the complication of spring break for both the work 
group and stakeholders who may wish to offer public comment, the Public Meeting has been moved to 
March 20.  The workgroup will take public comment at this meeting but will not take action or adopt 
recommendations.  

 The workgroup will meet February 26 and March 6 to review and discuss modifications to 
subcommittee recommendations before posting draft recommendations for public review. 

 March 20 -  Public meeting, in person  
 

Laurie noted that there is interest in having a review completed of the entire package of TRS measures being 
recommended, and TWC is considering the options for such a review.  Also, based on discussion during the 
meeting, the workgroup requested an item regarding possible marketing strategies for TRS be included for a 
future meeting.  



            
Texas Rising Star (TRS) 

Meeting Notes 
February 20, 2014  

  

February 20, 2014 
Meeting Notes DRAFT  

Page 5 of 5 
 

 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:15 pm. 
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