
TEXAS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
101 East 15th Street, Room 244 

Austin, Texas  78778-0001 
 

January 28, 2015 
 

Minutes 
 
On Wednesday, the 28th of January, 2015, at 9:00 a.m., the regular quarterly meeting of the Governing 
Board (“Board”) of the Texas Commission on Human Rights (“TCHR”) was held in Room 244 of the 
Texas Workforce Commission Building, Austin, TX. 
 
The following members, constituting a quorum, were present and voting: 
 

• Thomas Anderson 
• Toni Rhodes Glover 
• Veronica Stidvent 
• Michelle Diggs 
• Shara Michalka (arrived at 9:19 a.m.) 
• Sharon Breckenridge Thomas (arrived at 9:19 a.m.) 
• Danny Osterhout (arrived at 9:46 a.m.) 

 
Thomas Anderson served as Chair, and Thelma Villanueva served as secretary. 
 
Public Comments 
 Marilou Morrison 
 
1. Presentation, Discussion, and Possible Action on Board Meeting Minutes 

Summaries for July 23, 2014 and October 22, 2014 Meetings 
 
• Commissioner Stidvent motioned to approve the July 23, 2014 and October 22, 2014 meeting 

minutes.  Commissioner Glover second.  All in favor 
 

2. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Texas Workforce Commission 
Civil Rights Division’s (the “Division”) Quarterly Report Concerning the Division’s Housing 
Investigations, Mediations and Other Fair Housing Activities for the First Quarter of Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2015 and Subsequent Month(s), Future Activities and Status of Rapid Process Improvement 
(RPI) 
 
• Vickie Covington presented the fair housing section report. 
 

3. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Quarterly Report Concerning the 
Division’s Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Investigations, Mediations and Other EEO 
Activities for the First Quarter of FY 2015, Subsequent Month(s), Future Activities and Status of 
RPI 
 
• Michelle Goodwine presented the EEO section report. 
 

4. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Division’s Financial Report for the 
First Quarter of FY 2015, Subsequent Month(s), Projections and Other Financial Matters 
 
• Lowell Keig presented the financial report with Kim Emmerich in attendance. 



 
5. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Personnel Policies and Procedures 

Systems Reviews, Firefighter Initial Tests Reviews, Training, and Outreach Activities of the 
Division for the  First Quarter of FY 2015, Subsequent Month(s), Future Activities and Status of 
RPI 
 
• Dennis Swinney presented the Personnel Policies and Procedures Systems Reviews report. 
• Dennis Swinney presented the Firefighter Initial Tests Reviews. 
• Ellena Rodriguez presented the Training and CRD Outreach report. 
 
 

6. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Division Director’s Report on 
Activities of the Division for the First Quarter of FY 2015, Subsequent Month(s) and Future 
Activities 
 
• Lowell Keig presented the Director’s report. 
 

7. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Sunset Advisory Commission 
Recommendations 
• Lowell Keig provided portions of the Summary Section of the Sunset Advisory 

Commission’s final report of the recommendations to transfer the powers and duties of the 
Human Rights Commission to the Texas Workforce Commission. 

• Chair Thomas Anderson commented on the meeting that he and Commissioner Glover 
attended on December 10, 2014. 

 
8. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Meetings, Reports and Activities of 

Texas Commission on Human Rights (TCHR) Committees and Liaisons 
 

• No changes were made by the Commissioners. 
 
9. Discussion, Consideration, and Possible Action Regarding the Schedule of Future TCHR 

Meetings 
 

• No changes were made by the Commissioners. 
 
At 10:26 a.m. the Board went into Executive Session and reconvened in open session at 11:48 a.m. 

• The Commission determined that there was reasonable cause to believe that the Respondent 
in TWCCRD#: 1A14514 engaged in unlawful employment practice, specifically retaliation, 
pursuant to Section 21.251 of the Texas Labor Code. 

• Commissioner Breckenridge Thomas motioned that TWCCRD#: 1A14514 be referred to the 
Office of the Attorney General for filing of a civil lawsuit.  Commissioner Glover 2nd the 
motion.  All in favor, motioned pass unanimously. 

 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:49 p.m.  The next 
meeting is set for Wednesday, April 22, 2015. 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Thomas Anderson 
      Chair 




