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Texas Unemployment Rate Falls to 4.3 Percent in February
Job growth continues with the statewide addition of 7,100 positions

AUSTIN —Fueled by an impressive expansion in the Trade, Transportation and Utilities industry, Texas saw
continued seasonally adjusted job growth in February. The Trade, Transportation and Utilities industry saw its
largest monthly increase in more than 20 years with the addition of 16,300 jobs. The state experienced a net
gain of 7,100 nonagricultural jobs in February with 357,300 positions added over the year.

“We are pleased that Texas employers continue to create opportunities,” said Texas Workforce Commission
(TWC) Chairman Andres Alcantar. “Our state offers many competitive advantages to employers who choose to
do business in Texas, including a highly skilled workforce.”

Texas’ seasonally adjusted unemployment rate fell to 4.3 percent in February, down from 4.4 percent in
January. Texas continues to maintain an unemployment rate well below the U.S. national unemployment rate
which now stands at 5.5 percent.

“The continued decline in our state’s unemployment rate is encouraging,” said TWC Commissioner
Representing Labor Ronny Congleton. “The Texas workforce is strong and employers know that they will find
skilled workers to match their hiring needs in our state.”

Five of 11 major industries added jobs in February. The Leisure and Hospitality industry added an estimated
9,700 positions in February and grew by 55,500 positions over the year, for an annual growth rate of 4.8
percent. Texas employers also added jobs in Construction, Other Services and Financial Activities, which
increased by a combined total of 2,800 jobs.

“Private-sector employers added 9,700 jobs in Texas in February,” said TWC Commissioner Representing
Employers Hope Andrade. “We appreciate the investment that these companies have made in their local
communities and we look forward to being a resource for them as they continue to grow in the Lone Star State.”

The Midland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) had the lowest February unemployment rate in the state at
2.8 percent, followed by the Amarillo MSA with a 3.1 percent rate and the Lubbock MSA at 3.3 percent (not
seasonally adjusted).

Audio downloads from Chairman Alcantar on the latest labor market data are available at:
http://texasworkforce.org/news/press/2015/press-releases-2015.html#pressRelease Audio. Employment
estimates released by TWC are produced in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor
Statistics. All estimates are subject to revision. To access this and more employment data, visit
www.tracer2.com.
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Please note that the unemployment estimates for the United States and Texas in this chart are “Not Seasonally
Adjusted” for purposes of comparison to the “Not Seasonally Adjusted” Metropolitan Statistical Area data.

Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Texas Metropolitan Statistical Areas
Not Seasonally Adjusted (In Thousands)

February 2015 January 2015 February 2014
C.L.F. Emp. Unemp. Rate C.LF. Emp. Unemp. Rate C.LF. Emp. Unemp. Rate
United States 156,213 147,118 9,095 5.8 156,050 146,552 9,498 6.1| 155,027 144,134 10,893 7.0
Texas 13,114.0 12,5485 565.5 43 13,126.7 12,523.8 6029 4.6/ 13,013.1 12,2774 735.7 5.7
Abilene 77.3 74.4 2.9 3.8 77.3 74.3 30 39 77.0 73.3 3.7 4.8
Amarillo 130.5 126.5 4.0 3.1 130.7 126.4 43 33 132.1 126.7 54 41
Austin-Round Rock 1,050.7 1,014.7 36.0 34 1,050.5 1,011.1 394 3.7 1,043.0 995.3 477 46
Beaumont-Port Arthur 182.1 170.6 115 6.3 182.7 169.8 129 7.1 179.7 163.2 16.5 9.2
Brownsville-Harlingen 165.8 153.9 119 7.2 166.6 153.7 129 7.8 168.6 152.8 158 9.4
College Station-Bryan 120.0 115.9 4.1 34 116.5 112.1 44 3.7 120.7 1154 53 4.4
Corpus Christi 212.4 202.5 9.9 4.7 212.1 2015 106 5.0 210.9 198.9 12.0 5.7
Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 3,5724 3,425.6 1468 4.1 3,585.4 3,427.3 158.1 4.4 35172 33220 1952 55
Dallas-Plano-Irving MD 2,380.1 2,282.6 97.5 4.1 2,389.2 2,283.9 1053 44 2,338.4 2,208.0 1304 5.6
Fort Worth-Arlington MD 1,192.3 1,143.1 49.2 4.1 1,196.1 1,143.4 527 44 1,178.8 1,114.0 64.8 55
El Paso 343.7 325.2 185 54 344.9 324.9 200 58 351.6 326.2 254 7.2
Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land 3,264.1 3,125.1 139.0 43 3,266.7 3,120.6 146.1 45 32286 3,053.8 1748 54
Killeen-Temple 169.2 161.1 8.1 4.8 170.2 161.3 89 52 170.2 159.3 10.9 6.4
Laredo 112.4 107.3 5.1 4.5 112.5 107.3 52 46 111.2 104.8 6.4 5.8
Longview 105.8 101.4 4.4 4.1 105.8 101.2 46 4.3 104.0 98.2 5.8 5.6
Lubbock 153.8 148.7 5.1 3.3 154.5 149.0 55 35 154.1 1475 6.6 4.3
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission 332.6 306.9 257 1.7 335.7 307.9 278 83 336.1 303.4 327 9.7
Midland 97.4 94.7 2.7 2.8 97.3 94.7 26 26 91.3 88.3 30 32
Odessa 85.8 82.8 3.0 35 85.6 82.8 28 33 81.0 77.9 3.1 3.9
San Angelo 55.9 53.8 21 38 55.6 535 21 38 55.3 52.8 25 46
San Antonio-New Braunfels 1,097.0 1,055.5 415 3.8 1,093.7 1,048.7 450 4.1 1,084.3 1,028.2 56.1 5.2
Sherman-Denison 60.6 58.1 25 4.1 60.5 57.9 26 44 60.9 57.6 3.3 5.4
Texarkana 64.0 60.5 35 55 64.2 60.4 38 59 64.4 59.8 46 7.2
Tyler 102.3 97.9 4.4 4.3 103.2 98.4 48 4.7 101.9 95.8 6.1 6.0
Victoria 50.7 48.9 18 3.6 50.7 48.8 1.9 37 49.7 47.4 23 47
Waco 118.9 114.0 4.9 41 119.2 113.9 53 45 118.7 112.1 6.6 5.6
Wichita Falls 65.3 62.6 27 4.2 65.7 62.9 28 4.3 66.5 63.0 35 52
TEXAS NONAGRICULTURAL WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED*
Jan "15 to Feb '15 Feb "14 to Feb '15
INDUSTRY TITLE Feb 2015* Jan 2015 Feb 2014 Absolute | Percent | Absolute | Percent
Change | Change | Change | Change
Total Nonagricultural 11,769,700 11,762,600 11,412,400 7,100 0.1 357,300 3.1
Total Private 9,935,400 9,925,700 9,592,700 9,700 0.1 342,700 3.6
Goods Producing 1,874,000 1,885,400 1,811,500 -11,400 -0.6 62,500 3.5
Mining and Logging 311,800 315,300 297,600 -3,500 -1.1 14,200 4.8
Construction 678,700 677,100 634,100 1,600 0.2 44,600 7.0
Manufacturing 883,500 893,000 879,800 -9,500 -1.1 3,700 0.4
Service Providing 9,895,700 9,877,200 9,600,900 18,500 0.2 294,800 3.1
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 2,374,300 2,358,000 2,285,100 16,300 0.7 89,200 3.9
Information 205,200 207,300 202,900 -2,100 -1.0 2,300 11
Financial Activities 713,900 713,700 692,800 200 0.0 21,100 3.0
Professional and Business Services 1,576,900 1,580,900 1,515,600 -4,000 -0.3 61,300 4.0
Education and Health Services 1,554,700 1,554,700 1,510,400 0 0.0 44,300 2.9
Leisure and Hospitality 1,223,800 1,214,100 1,168,300 9,700 0.8 55,500 4.8
Other Services 412,600 411,600 406,100 1,000 0.2 6,500 16
Government 1,834,300 1,836,900 1,819,700 -2,600 -0.1 14,600 0.8
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The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities prosper economically. For
details on TWC and the programs it offers in coordination with its network of local workforce development boards, call 512-463-8942 or visit

www.texasworkforce.org.



http://www.texasworkforce.org/

	Texas Unemployment Rate Falls to 4.3 Percent in February

