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          1                   TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

 

          2                          BEFORE THE 

 

          3                  TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION 

 

          4                         AUSTIN, TEXAS 

 

          5 

 

          6 

              PUBLIC MEETING        ) 

          7   FOR THE TEXAS         ) 

              WORKFORCE COMMISSION  ) 

          8 

 

          9 

 

         10 

 

         11                      COMMISSION MEETING 

 

         12                    TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 

 

         13 

 

         14 

 

         15 

 

         16                 BE IT REMEMBERED THAT at 9:00 a.m., on 

 

         17   Tuesday, the 10th day of March 2015, the above-entitled 

 

         18   matter came on for hearing at the Texas Workforce 

 

         19   Commission, TWC Building, 101 East 15th Street, Room 

 

         20   244, Austin, Texas, before ANDRES ALCANTAR, Chairman, 

 

         21   RONALD G. CONGLETON and HOPE ANDRADE, Commissioners; and 

 

         22   the following proceedings were reported by William C. 

 

         23   Beardmore, Certified Shorthand Reporter. 

 

         24 

 

         25 
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          1                     P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

          2                    TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 

 

          3                          (9:00 a.m.) 

 

          4                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 

 

          5                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Good morning, 

 

          6   everyone.  This meeting will now be called to order. 

 

          7                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

 

          8                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

          9   action regarding whether to assume continuing 

 

         10   jurisdiction on unemployment compensation cases, wage 

 

         11   claim cases, and/or tax liability cases and 

 

         12   reconsideration of unemployment compensation cases, wage 

 

         13   claim cases, and/or tax liability cases, if any. 

 

         14                  No discussion. 

 

         15                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

 

         16                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

         17   action regarding tax liability cases listed on the Texas 

 

         18   Workforce Commission Docket 10. 

 

         19                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

         20   on all tax liability cases listed on Docket 10. 

 

         21                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

 

         22                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

         23   action regarding higher level appeals in wage claim 

 

         24   cases listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Docket 

 

         25   10. 
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          1                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

          2   on all wage claim cases listed on Docket 10. 

 

          3                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

 

          4                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

          5   action regarding higher level appeals in unemployment 

 

          6   compensation cases listed on the Texas Workforce 

 

          7   Commission Docket 10. 

 

          8                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

          9   on all unemployment compensation cases listed on Docket 

 

         10   10. 

 

         11                 (The Commission paused, then continued 

 

         12   with the remainder of the agenda) 

 

         13                 (Off the record:  9:00 a.m. to 9:28 a.m.) 

 

         14                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

 

         15                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Good morning, 

 

         16   everyone.  We are back in session. 

 

         17                 Mr. Jones, has anyone signed up for public 

 

         18   comment? 

 

         19                 MR. JONES:  No public comment, 

 

         20   Mr. Chairman. 

 

         21                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Thank you. 

 

         22                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 

 

         23                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 7, we have no 

 

         24   update on our LAR. 

 

         25 
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          1                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 

 

          2                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 8.  Discussion, 

 

          3   consideration and possible action regarding comments to 

 

          4   the U.S. Department of Education regarding measures and 

 

          5   methods for the National Reporting System for Adult 

 

          6   Education, Anson Green. 

 

          7                 Good morning, Anson. 

 

          8                 MR. GREEN:  Good morning, Chairman and 

 

          9   Commissioners.  I'm Anson Green with Adult Education and 

 

         10   Literacy. 

 

         11                 Before you for approval is a comment 

 

         12   letter to the U.S. Department of Education responding to 

 

         13   a request for comment on the measures and methods for 

 

         14   the National Reporting System for Adult Education 

 

         15   published in the Federal Register on January 13, 2015. 

 

         16                 As you're aware, the National Reporting 

 

         17   System is the federal accountability system for Adult 

 

         18   Education and Literacy.  This notice provides proposed 

 

         19   modifications of the Adult Education and Literacy 

 

         20   performance indicators used to measure whether programs 

 

         21   have produced educational gains among participants for 

 

         22   performance reporting purposes and target -- and we make 

 

         23   target recommendations to support the Department of 

 

         24   Education and the refinement of its existing 

 

         25   accountability framework because the Workforce 
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          1   Innovation and Opportunity Act presents an exceptional 

 

          2   opportunity for the Department of Education and other 

 

          3   federal agencies represented under the WIOA to 

 

          4   restructure the performance accountability model for 

 

          5   Adult Education. 

 

          6                 The letter concludes with observations and 

 

          7   recommendations the agency should consider when 

 

          8   developing the structure, methods and weights related to 

 

          9   performance accountability and the innovative model 

 

         10   supported under the new law. 

 

         11                 The intent is to continue to support and 

 

         12   offer guidance to the Department of Education, Labor and 

 

         13   other agencies in transforming Adult Education and 

 

         14   Literacy into a full partner in the Workforce system. 

 

         15                 This item is up for approval.  If you have 

 

         16   any questions I would be happy to go over those items 

 

         17   with you. 

 

         18                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Do we have any 

 

         19   questions? 

 

         20                 Commissioner Congleton. 

 

         21                 COMM. CONGLETON:  I move that we approve 

 

         22   the proposed comments to the U.S. Department of 

 

         23   Education as discussed. 

 

         24                 COMM. ANDRADE:  (Mic off)  Second. 

 

         25                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's unanimous.  Thank 
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          1   you, Anson. 

 

          2                 MR. GREEN:  Thank you. 

 

          3                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 

 

          4                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 8 (sic), we have 

 

          5   no update regarding local Board nominees -- I mean 

 

          6   Item 9. 

 

          7                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 

 

          8                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 10.  Discussion, 

 

          9   consideration and possible action regarding legislative 

 

         10   proposals, Tom McCarty. 

 

         11                 Good morning, Tom. 

 

         12                 MR. McCARTY:  Good morning.  Nothing to 

 

         13   report on Item 10. 

 

         14                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 

 

         15                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 11.  Discussion, 

 

         16   consideration and possible action regarding enacted or 

 

         17   proposed or considered state or federal legislation, Tom 

 

         18   McCarty. 

 

         19                 MR. McCARTY:  Good morning, Commissioners. 

 

         20   Tom McCarty, External Relations. 

 

         21                 We have a number of hearings this week. 

 

         22   Staff will be testifying as resource witnesses.  The 

 

         23   first two committees are today, Senate Natural Resources 

 

         24   and Economic Development, which is at 9:00 this morning, 

 

         25   and then House Business and Industry, which is at 
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          1   2:00 p.m. or upon adjournment of the House. 

 

          2                 We also have Senate Veterans Affairs and 

 

          3   Military Installations, which is also today at 11:30 or 

 

          4   upon adjournment, and then -- or actually -- I'm 

 

          5   sorry -- that's on Wednesday -- and on Thursday, the 

 

          6   House Government Transparency and Operations at 

 

          7   2:00 p.m. or upon adjournment, and then Thursday, House 

 

          8   Economic and Small Business, there will be a number of 

 

          9   UI bills up in that committee and Chuck Ross will be -- 

 

         10   or Chuck will be available to testify on that. 

 

         11                 That concludes my remarks and I'm 

 

         12   available for any questions. 

 

         13                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Commissioners, do you 

 

         14   have any questions for Tom? 

 

         15                 COMM. CONGLETON:  No questions. 

 

         16                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  All right.  Tom, thank 

 

         17   you. 

 

         18                 MR. McCARTY:  Thank you. 

 

         19                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 

 

         20                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 12, report and 

 

         21   update by the Executive Director. 

 

         22                 Mr. Temple, what do you have for us? 

 

         23                 MR. TEMPLE:  Mr. Chairman and 

 

         24   Commissioners, I just want to give you an update.  We 

 

         25   met with the DARS executive team yesterday here in the 
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          1   building.  Commissioner Janek joined us and we used this 

 

          2   as a pre-transition kickoff, I guess.  So we're looking 

 

          3   at all of the things we need to do to make a transition 

 

          4   happen with a targeted date of September 1 of '15; so a 

 

          5   commitment from Commissioner Janek and all of the DARS 

 

          6   staff to work toward that date. 

 

          7                 So we've got teams already working and 

 

          8   working on the payroll, the reporting, the state plan 

 

          9   and all of the things that go into it; a lot of work 

 

         10   with the facilities and things to find out where all of 

 

         11   these leases are.  So we're working as if this 

 

         12   transition will happen. 

 

         13                 If it doesn't, then we will have learned 

 

         14   an awful lot about DARS.  But we did -- we just didn't 

 

         15   believe we could sit back and wait till a bill was 

 

         16   passed in perhaps the last week of June and be behind on 

 

         17   this. 

 

         18                 So that's where we are and we'll give you 

 

         19   updates as we go. 

 

         20                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Commissioners, do you 

 

         21   have any questions? 

 

         22                 COMM. CONGLETON:  Good job. 

 

         23                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  All righty. 

 

         24                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 15 

 

         25                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Do we have a motion to 
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          1   adjourn? 

 

          2                 COMM. CONGLETON:  So made. 

 

          3                 COMM. ANDRADE:  (Mic off)  Second. 

 

          4                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  We're adjourned.  Have 

 

          5   a good day. 

 

          6                 (Proceedings concluded at 9:35 a.m.) 

 

          7 

 

          8 

 

          9 

 

         10 

 

         11 

 

         12 

 

         13 

 

         14 

 

         15 

 

         16 

 

         17 

 

         18 

 

         19 

 

         20 

 

         21 

 

         22 

 

         23 

 

         24 

 

         25 
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          1                     C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

          2   STATE OF TEXAS    ) 

 

          3   COUNTY OF TRAVIS  ) 

 

          4            I, William C. Beardmore, Certified Shorthand 

 

          5   Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby 

 

          6   certify that the above-mentioned matter occurred as 

 

          7   hereinbefore set out. 

 

          8            I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT the proceedings of such 

 

          9   were reported by me or under my supervision, later 

 

         10   reduced to typewritten form under my supervision and 

 

         11   control and that the foregoing pages are a full, true, 

 

         12   and correct transcription of the original notes. 

 

         13            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

 

         14   and seal this 17th day of March 2015. 

 

         15 

 

         16 

                                      _______________________________ 

         17                           WILLIAM C. BEARDMORE 

                                      Certified Shorthand Reporter 

         18                           CSR No. 918 - Expires 12/31/16 

                                      Firm Registration No. 276 

         19 

                                      Kennedy Reporting Service, Inc. 

         20                           7800 North MoPac, Suite 120 

                                      Austin, Texas 78759 
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