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          3                  TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION 
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              PUBLIC MEETING        ) 

          7   FOR THE TEXAS         ) 

              WORKFORCE COMMISSION  ) 

          8 

 

          9 

 

         10 

 

         11                      COMMISSION MEETING 

 

         12                    TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015 

 

         13 

 

         14 

 

         15 

 

         16                 BE IT REMEMBERED THAT at 9:00 a.m., on 

 

         17   Tuesday, the 3rd day of March 2015, the above-entitled 

 

         18   matter came on for hearing at the Texas Workforce 

 

         19   Commission, TWC Building, 101 East 15th Street, Room 

 

         20   244, Austin, Texas, before ANDRES ALCANTAR, Chairman, 

 

         21   RONALD G. CONGLETON and HOPE ANDRADE, Commissioners; and 

 

         22   the following proceedings were reported by William C. 

 

         23   Beardmore, Certified Shorthand Reporter. 

 

         24 

 

         25 
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          1                     P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

          2                    TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015 

 

          3                          (9:00 a.m.) 

 

          4                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 

 

          5                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Good morning, 

 

          6   everyone.  This meeting will now be called to order. 

 

          7                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

 

          8                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

          9   action regarding whether to assume continuing 

 

         10   jurisdiction on unemployment compensation cases, wage 

 

         11   claim cases, and/or tax liability cases and 

 

         12   reconsideration of unemployment compensation cases, wage 

 

         13   claim cases, and/or tax liability cases, if any. 

 

         14                  No discussion. 

 

         15                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

 

         16                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

         17   action regarding tax liability cases listed on the Texas 

 

         18   Workforce Commission Docket 9. 

 

         19                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

         20   on all tax liability cases listed on Docket 9. 

 

         21                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

 

         22                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

         23   action regarding higher level appeals in wage claim 

 

         24   cases listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Docket 9. 

 

         25                 The Commission considered and took action 
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          1   on all wage claim cases listed on Docket 9. 

 

          2                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

 

          3                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

          4   action regarding higher level appeals in unemployment 

 

          5   compensation cases listed on the Texas Workforce 

 

          6   Commission Docket 9. 

 

          7                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

          8   on all unemployment compensation cases listed on Docket 

 

          9   9. 

 

         10                 (The Commission paused, then continued 

 

         11   with the remainder of the agenda) 

 

         12                 (Off the record:  9:00 a.m. to 9:28 a.m.) 

 

         13                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

 

         14                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Good morning, 

 

         15   everyone.  Mr. Jones, has anyone signed up for public 

 

         16   comment? 

 

         17                 MR. JONES:  No comment, Mr. Chairman.  We 

 

         18   have no public comment. 

 

         19                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 7, we have no 

 

         20   update on our LAR. 

 

         21                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 

 

         22                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 8, discussion, 

 

         23   consideration and possible action regarding the Adult 

 

         24   Education and Literacy State Plan for submission to the 

 

         25   U.S. Department of Education.  Carrie, good morning. 
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          1                 MS. TUPA:  Good morning, Chairman, 

 

          2   Commissioners.  For the record, Carrie Tupa, Adult 

 

          3   Education and Literacy. 

 

          4                 Before you today is a draft of the Adult 

 

          5   Education and Literacy State Plan for Program Year 

 

          6   2015-16.  The plan is required under WIA Title II, Adult 

 

          7   Education and Family Literacy Act, and is due to the 

 

          8   Department of Education by April 1st. 

 

          9                 Guidelines for the 2015-16 plan specified 

 

         10   unique required elements which included the state 

 

         11   transition planning for the integration of Adult 

 

         12   Education and Literacy and Workforce System envisioned 

 

         13   under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. 

 

         14                 Fortunately, Texas is already well 

 

         15   underway with the system integration as a result of the 

 

         16   83rd Texas Legislative transfer of the program, and 

 

         17   these efforts are highlighted in the plan. 

 

         18                 Upon your approval of this draft plan, 

 

         19   staff will release it for public comment, and after 

 

         20   review of these comments further briefings with your 

 

         21   offices a final plan will be presented to you at the end 

 

         22   of March for final approval and subsequent submission to 

 

         23   the Department of Education. 

 

         24                 This item is up for approval, and staff 

 

         25   requests permission to make minor edits to the draft 
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          1   plan before dissemination, including correcting the 

 

          2   Agency's mission statement as well as slight formatting 

 

          3   changes that resulted after making the plan document 

 

          4   accessible. 

 

          5                 Thank you, and I'm happy to answer any 

 

          6   questions. 

 

          7                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Appreciate the hard 

 

          8   work.  Commissioner Congleton. 

 

          9                 COMM. CONGLETON:  I have no questions.  I 

 

         10   move we approve the Program Year 2015-2016 Adult 

 

         11   Education and Literacy State Plan. 

 

         12                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 

 

         13                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's unanimous.  Thank 

 

         14   you. 

 

         15                 MS. TUPA:  Thank you. 

 

         16                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 

 

         17                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 9.  Discussion, 

 

         18   consideration and possible action regarding input on the 

 

         19   Texas Workforce Investment Council's FY 2016-19 

 

         20   strategic plan, Laurie Biscoe. 

 

         21                 Good morning. 

 

         22                 MS. BISCOE:  Good morning, Mr. Chairman, 

 

         23   and Commissioners.  The Texas Workforce Investment 

 

         24   Council is required by statute to develop a strategic 

 

         25   plan for Texas' Workforce Development System. 
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          1                 In preparation for the development of the 

 

          2   state's next Workforce Strategic Plan, in 2013 the 

 

          3   council requested that each of the member agencies make 

 

          4   presentations regarding the agency's structure, 

 

          5   operations and future challenges. 

 

          6                 In September of last year, the council 

 

          7   officially kicked off the formal process for developing 

 

          8   a new system strategic plan for the state when it 

 

          9   conducted a strategic planning work session with the 

 

         10   members of the Council's System Integration Technical 

 

         11   Advisory Committee, or SITAC. 

 

         12                 Based on the work that was done -- has 

 

         13   been done by TWIC and by SITAC, the council has 

 

         14   identified objectives and strategies to be considered 

 

         15   for inclusion in the next state workforce strategic plan 

 

         16   covering the time frame of FY 2016 through FY 2019. 

 

         17                 TWIC will meet this Friday and has asked 

 

         18   agencies to provide actions to support the identified 

 

         19   strategies, along with timelines and performance 

 

         20   measures. 

 

         21                 Drawing on initiatives that have been 

 

         22   discussed and approved by the commission, staff has 

 

         23   developed action steps, timelines and measures to 

 

         24   provide in our presentation to TWIC. 

 

         25                 In addition, staff is recommending that we 
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          1   include in our presentation a request -- a request that 

 

          2   TWIC consider adding a strategy relating to increasing 

 

          3   the quality of child care provided to support parents in 

 

          4   obtaining and retaining employment. 

 

          5                 This strategy was not discussed previously 

 

          6   in the TWIC planning sessions; however, over the past 

 

          7   year-and-a-half the commission has made significant 

 

          8   investments to enhance the quality of child care 

 

          9   provided through the subsidized child care system. 

 

         10                 With the implementation of enhanced TRS 

 

         11   standards over the next few years, staff is recommending 

 

         12   that these efforts be included in the state's workforce 

 

         13   strategic plan. 

 

         14                 You have before you today the content that 

 

         15   staff is recommending for presentation to TWIC this 

 

         16   Friday.  We've briefed your staff on the identified 

 

         17   action steps, the timelines and performance measures 

 

         18   included in the presentation, and I'll be glad to answer 

 

         19   any questions. 

 

         20                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Commissioners? 

 

         21   Commissioner Congleton. 

 

         22                 COMM. CONGLETON:  I move that we approve 

 

         23   the staff-recommended input for TWIC strategic plan as 

 

         24   discussed. 

 

         25                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 
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          1                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's unanimous.  Thank 

 

          2   you, Laurie. 

 

          3                 MS. BISCOE:  Thank you. 

 

          4                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 

 

          5                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 10.  Discussion, 

 

          6   consideration and possible action regarding the approval 

 

          7   of local Board nominees, John Fuller. 

 

          8                 Good morning, John. 

 

          9                 MR. FULLER:  Good morning, Mr. Chairman, 

 

         10   Commissioners, Mr. Temple.  For the record, John Fuller, 

 

         11   Workforce Development. 

 

         12                 Commissioners, before you today you have 

 

         13   nominations from Heart of Texas and Permian Basin for 

 

         14   your consideration. 

 

         15                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Commissioner 

 

         16   Congleton. 

 

         17                 COMM. CONGLETON:  I move that we approve 

 

         18   the Board nominees from Heart of Texas and Permian 

 

         19   Basin. 

 

         20                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 

 

         21                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's unanimous.  Thank 

 

         22   you, John. 

 

         23                 MR. FULLER:  Thank you. 

 

         24                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 

 

         25                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 11.  Discussion, 
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          1   consideration and possible action regarding legislative 

 

          2   proposals to the 84th Legislature, Tom McCarty. 

 

          3                 Good morning, Tom. 

 

          4                 MR. McCARTY:  I have no report for Item 

 

          5   11. 

 

          6                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 

 

          7                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 12.  Discussion, 

 

          8   consideration and possible action regarding enacted or 

 

          9   proposed federal state legislation, Tom McCarty. 

 

         10                 MR. McCARTY:  Good morning, Chairman 

 

         11   Alcantar, Commissioner Congleton and Commissioner 

 

         12   Andrade. 

 

         13                 Tom McCarty, External Relations.  This 

 

         14   morning the House Appropriations Committee took up 

 

         15   budget recommendations for Article VII agencies, 

 

         16   including TWC. 

 

         17                 The committee adopted the subcommittee's 

 

         18   recommendations which included the adoption of TWC's 

 

         19   exceptional items request for an additional 6 million in 

 

         20   capital budget authority and requested amendments to 

 

         21   Rider 31 which was Adult Education and Literacy. 

 

         22                 The exceptional item request for 

 

         23   additional funding for the apprenticeship program and 

 

         24   funding for Recruit Texas and Accelerate Texas are still 

 

         25   pending before the committee. 
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          1                 TWC's requested adjustments of child care 

 

          2   performance measures are also pending.  We have three of 

 

          3   TWC initiatives that have been filed in the Legislature: 

 

          4   Recruit Texas, which is HB 1155 by Representative 

 

          5   Alvarado; good cause for temporary employees, which is 

 

          6   HB 1658 by Vo and Senate Bill 637 by Ellis; and then 

 

          7   surplus credit rate, HB 1657 by Vo and Senate Bill 649 

 

          8   by Lucio. 

 

          9                 Just kind of deadlines that we have 

 

         10   looming before us:  A week from Friday, on March 13th, 

 

         11   will be the deadline -- bill filing deadline, and that 

 

         12   concludes my remarks. 

 

         13                 I'm available for any questions. 

 

         14                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Questions?  We have no 

 

         15   questions. 

 

         16                 Thank you, Tom. 

 

         17                 MR. McCARTY:  Thank you. 

 

         18                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 

 

         19                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 13, report and 

 

         20   update by the Executive Director. 

 

         21                 MR. TEMPLE:  (Mic off)  Nothing. 

 

         22                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  All right. 

 

         23                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 16 

 

         24                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Do I have a motion to 

 

         25   adjourn? 
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          1                 COMM. CONGLETON:  So made. 

 

          2                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 

 

          3                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  We're adjourned. 

 

          4                 (Proceedings concluded at 9:35 a.m.) 

 

          5 

 

          6 

 

          7 

 

          8 

 

          9 

 

         10 

 

         11 

 

         12 

 

         13 

 

         14 

 

         15 

 

         16 

 

         17 

 

         18 

 

         19 

 

         20 

 

         21 

 

         22 

 

         23 

 

         24 

 

         25 
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          1                     C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

          2   STATE OF TEXAS    ) 

 

          3   COUNTY OF TRAVIS  ) 

 

          4            I, William C. Beardmore, Certified Shorthand 

 

          5   Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby 

 

          6   certify that the above-mentioned matter occurred as 

 

          7   hereinbefore set out. 

 

          8            I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT the proceedings of such 

 

          9   were reported by me or under my supervision, later 

 

         10   reduced to typewritten form under my supervision and 

 

         11   control and that the foregoing pages are a full, true, 

 

         12   and correct transcription of the original notes. 

 

         13            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

 

         14   and seal this 10th day of March 2015. 
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