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          1                   TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

 

          2                          BEFORE THE 

 

          3                  TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION 

 

          4                         AUSTIN, TEXAS 

 

          5 

 

          6 

              PUBLIC MEETING        ) 

          7   FOR THE TEXAS         ) 

              WORKFORCE COMMISSION  ) 

          8 

 

          9 

 

         10 

 

         11                      COMMISSION MEETING 

 

         12                   TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2015 

 

         13 

 

         14 

 

         15 

 

         16                 BE IT REMEMBERED THAT at 1:00 p.m., on 

 

         17   Tuesday, the 20th day of January 2015, the 

 

         18   above-entitled matter came on for hearing at the Texas 

 

         19   Workforce Commission, TWC Building, 101 East 15th 

 

         20   Street, Room 244, Austin, Texas, before ANDRES ALCANTAR, 

 

         21   Chairman, RONALD G. CONGLETON and HOPE ANDRADE, 

 

         22   Commissioners; and the following proceedings were 

 

         23   reported by William C. Beardmore, Certified Shorthand 

 

         24   Reporter. 

 

         25 
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          1                     P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

          2                   TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2015 

 

          3                          (1:00 p.m.) 

 

          4                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 

 

          5                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Good afternoon.  This 

 

          6   meeting will now be called to order. 

 

          7                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

 

          8                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

          9   action regarding whether to assume continuing 

 

         10   jurisdiction on unemployment compensation cases, wage 

 

         11   claim cases, and/or tax liability cases and 

 

         12   reconsideration of unemployment compensation cases, wage 

 

         13   claim cases, and/or tax liability cases, if any. 

 

         14                  No discussion. 

 

         15                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

 

         16                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

         17   action regarding tax liability cases listed on the Texas 

 

         18   Workforce Commission Docket 3. 

 

         19                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

         20   on all tax liability cases listed on Docket 3. 

 

         21                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

 

         22                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

         23   action regarding higher level appeals in wage claim 

 

         24   cases listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Docket 3. 

 

         25                 The Commission considered and took action 
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          1   on all wage claim cases listed on Docket 3. 

 

          2                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

 

          3                 Discussion, consideration and possible 

 

          4   action regarding higher level appeals in unemployment 

 

          5   compensation cases listed on the Texas Workforce 

 

          6   Commission Docket 3. 

 

          7                 The Commission considered and took action 

 

          8   on all unemployment compensation cases listed on Docket 

 

          9   3. 

 

         10                 (The Commission paused, then continued 

 

         11   with the remainder of the agenda) 

 

         12                 (Off the record:  1:00 p.m. to 1:16 p.m.) 

 

         13                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

 

         14                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Any public comment? 

 

         15                 MR. JONES:  No public comment, 

 

         16   Mr. Chairman. 

 

         17                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  All righty. 

 

         18                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 

 

         19                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 7.  Discussion, 

 

         20   consideration and possible action regarding the 

 

         21   acceptance of pledges for Board Contract Year 2015, 

 

         22   Courtney. 

 

         23                 MS. ARBOUR:  Good afternoon, Chairman, 

 

         24   Commissioners, Mr. Temple.  Courtney Arbour, Workforce 

 

         25   Division.  Local boards submit local match pledges to 
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          1   secure Federal Child Care Funds pursuant to Commission 

 

          2   800.73. 

 

          3                 Boards have through the end of this month 

 

          4   to submit those match agreements, and we'll be 

 

          5   presenting in February the remainder.  Today we're 

 

          6   requesting Commission acceptance of child care pledges 

 

          7   for donations, transfers and certifications of expense 

 

          8   in the amount of $1,112,119. 

 

          9                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Commissioner 

 

         10   Congleton. 

 

         11                 COMM. CONGLETON:  I move that we accept 

 

         12   the child care pledges for FY'15 in the amount of 

 

         13   $1,112,119. 

 

         14                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 

 

         15                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's unanimous.  Thank 

 

         16   you. 

 

         17                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 

 

         18                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 8.  Discussion, 

 

         19   consideration and possible action regarding the 

 

         20   estimated unemployment trust fund balance pursuant to 

 

         21   Texas Labor Code 204.061 and the ETIA holding fund 

 

         22   balance, Randy Townsend. 

 

         23                 Good afternoon, Randy. 

 

         24                 MR. TOWNSEND:  Good afternoon, Chairman, 

 

         25   Commissioners.  For the record, Randy Townsend, Chief 
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          1   Financial Officer. 

 

          2                 I'm presenting the financial status for 

 

          3   the unemployment trust fund and our ETIA holding fund as 

 

          4   of October 1, 2015. 

 

          5                 I'm briefing off of the one-page summary 

 

          6   I've provided for you on the 2015 estimate.  I'm 

 

          7   starting out with the beginning cash balance, and just 

 

          8   sort of a reminder it was just under 1.9 billion 

 

          9   starting the year. 

 

         10                 We expect to collect just under 2.3 

 

         11   billion at some depository interest totaling just about 

 

         12   46 million.  And after we take into account the benefit 

 

         13   payments that we're estimating of just under 2.1 billion 

 

         14   we expect the trust fund cash balance to be 

 

         15   2,131,000,000 on October 1st of 2015. 

 

         16                 Taking into account our status with 

 

         17   respect to our bonds, which we estimate we'll owe about 

 

         18   650 million and have a balance in the obligation 

 

         19   assessment, the net position of the trust fund on 

 

         20   October 1st for the floor test would be 1,600,000,000. 

 

         21                 That would put us over the floor on that 

 

         22   date based on these estimates.  I also will share with 

 

         23   you our estimates for our employment and training 

 

         24   investment assessment holding fund. 

 

         25                 Beginning cash balance this year was 
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          1   31 million.  We expect to add 105 million to that 

 

          2   balance throughout the year.  By the way, the revenue 

 

          3   forecast by the Controller's office was 101 million on 

 

          4   this -- for the whole -- the ETI holding fund.  So -- 

 

          5                 COMM. ANDRADE:  How much more? 

 

          6                 MR. TOWNSEND:  101 million was the revenue 

 

          7   forecast by the Controller's office, which was probably 

 

          8   in line and pretty close with what we were estimating a 

 

          9   few months ago, but now it looks like we're close to 105 

 

         10   million, hopefully.  That's still an estimate on our 

 

         11   part. 

 

         12                 Taking into account the estimated transfer 

 

         13   of the skills, that would leave a holding fund balance 

 

         14   on September 30th of about $85-86 million. 

 

         15                 I'll share with you, Commissioners, the 

 

         16   trends for the last six weeks.  These are numbers 

 

         17   prepared as of the first part of January -- January 3rd. 

 

         18   The net benefits paid averaged 37.3 million. 

 

         19                 That was down 15 percent from the one 

 

         20   year-ago average for net benefits paid.  Initial claims 

 

         21   averaged 12,523 for the six weeks ending January 3rd. 

 

         22   That was down 8.8 percent for the initial claims from 

 

         23   the one year-ago average. 

 

         24                 And then, finally, on continued claims, 

 

         25   which averaged 123,961 for the last six weeks, that was 
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          1   15.8 percent below the one year-ago average for 

 

          2   continued claims.  So everything is certainly at this 

 

          3   point headed in a very good direction. 

 

          4                 That concludes my comments or remarks.  If 

 

          5   you have any questions... 

 

          6                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Good update, Randy. 

 

          7   Any questions, Commissioners? 

 

          8                 COMM. CONGLETON:  Thank you, Randy. 

 

          9                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Thank you, Randy. 

 

         10                 MR. TOWNSEND:  Thanks. 

 

         11                       AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 

 

         12                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 9.  Discussion, 

 

         13   Consideration and possible action regarding TWC's 

 

         14   appropriation request.  We have nothing. 

 

         15                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 

 

         16                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 10.  Discussion, 

 

         17   consideration and possible action regarding approval of 

 

         18   local Board nominees, Reagan. 

 

         19                 MS. MILLER:  Good morning (sic), Chairman 

 

         20   and Commissioners.  This morning we have nominees from 

 

         21   seven workforce areas for your consideration:  Cameron 

 

         22   County, Dallas County, Deep East Texas, North Texas, 

 

         23   Permian Basin, South Plains and Tarrant County. 

 

         24                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Commissioner 

 

         25   Congleton. 
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          1                 COMM. CONGLETON:  I move that we approve 

 

          2   the Board nominees from Cameron, Dallas, Deep East, 

 

          3   North Texas, Permian Basin, South Plains and Tarrant 

 

          4   County. 

 

          5                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 

 

          6                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's unanimous.  Thank 

 

          7   you, Reagan. 

 

          8                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 

 

          9                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 11.  Discussion, 

 

         10   consideration and possible action regarding legislative 

 

         11   proposals, Tom McCarty. 

 

         12                 Good afternoon, Tom. 

 

         13                 MR. McCARTY:  Good morning, Mr. Chairman. 

 

         14   Nothing for this item. 

 

         15                      AGENDA ITEM. NO. 12 

 

         16                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Item 11 (sic). 

 

         17   Discussion, consideration and possible action regarding 

 

         18   proposed or enacted federal regulations or state enacted 

 

         19   or proposed legislation, Tom McCarty. 

 

         20                 MR. McCARTY:  Good afternoon, Chairman 

 

         21   Alcantar, Commissioner Congleton and Commissioner 

 

         22   Andrade.  Tom McCarty, External Relations. 

 

         23                 The U.S. Senate Finance Committee will be 

 

         24   holding a hearing this Thursday to discuss jobs in a 

 

         25   healthy economy.  And then also on Thursday the Senate 



                                                                       11 

 

 

 

 

          1   Health Committee will be holding a hearing to discuss 

 

          2   examining job-based health insurance and defining 

 

          3   full-time work.  That will be at -- both of those, I 

 

          4   think, will be on Thursday. 

 

          5                 And then tonight the State of the Union 

 

          6   is -- I believe is scheduled for 9:00 p.m. eastern time 

 

          7   if you want to stay up to watch it.  On the state level, 

 

          8   we expect that the Senate Committee -- or Senate 

 

          9   Committees will be announced as early as this Friday, is 

 

         10   what we're hearing right now and then probably next week 

 

         11   for the House. 

 

         12                 That concludes my remarks. 

 

         13                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Thank you, sir.  Any 

 

         14   questions?  We have no questions. 

 

         15                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 

 

         16                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  Larry, do you have 

 

         17   anything for us on Item 14 (sic)? 

 

         18                 MR. TEMPLE:  Nothing, Mr. Chairman. 

 

         19                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 

 

         20                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  The Commissioners are 

 

         21   now going into Executive Session pursuant to Government 

 

         22   Code 551.074 to discuss the appointment, evaluation, 

 

         23   reassignment and duties of the Executive Staff and other 

 

         24   personnel. 

 

         25                 (Recess:  1:22 p.m. to 1:36 p.m.) 
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          1                      AGENDA ITEM NO. 16 

 

          2                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  It's 1:36.  We're back 

 

          3   in session. 

 

          4                 Is there a motion to adjourn? 

 

          5                 COMM. CONGLETON:  So made. 

 

          6                 COMM. ANDRADE:  Second. 

 

          7                 CHAIRMAN ALCANTAR:  We're adjourned. 

 

          8   Thank you. 

 

          9                 (Proceedings concluded at 1:36 p.m.) 

 

         10 

 

         11 

 

         12 

 

         13 

 

         14 

 

         15 

 

         16 

 

         17 

 

         18 

 

         19 

 

         20 

 

         21 

 

         22 

 

         23 

 

         24 

 

         25 
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          1                     C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

          2   STATE OF TEXAS    ) 

 

          3   COUNTY OF TRAVIS  ) 

 

          4            I, William C. Beardmore, Certified Shorthand 

 

          5   Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby 

 

          6   certify that the above-mentioned matter occurred as 

 

          7   hereinbefore set out. 

 

          8            I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT the proceedings of such 

 

          9   were reported by me or under my supervision, later 

 

         10   reduced to typewritten form under my supervision and 

 

         11   control and that the foregoing pages are a full, true, 

 

         12   and correct transcription of the original notes. 

 

         13            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

 

         14   and seal this 27th day of January 2015. 

 

         15 

 

         16 
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